After  20  Years  on  the  Market 


Mission  Armory  is  Sold 

Use  of  $2  million  once  slated  for 
community  purchase  now  uncertain 


Mission  Broadsider  by  Andrew  L.  Solow 

THE  MISSION  ARMORY  has  been 
purchased  for  $1.25  million  dollars 
(with  a down  payment  of  $250,000)  by 
the  San  Francisco  Partnership  of  Posztos 
and  Associates. 

However,  $2  million  in  federal  funds 
originally  earmarked  for  development  of 
the  Armory  are  unaccounted  for. 

The  buyer’s  broker,  Dennis  Andrews 
of  Mill  Valley,  said  that  Posztos  and  As- 
sociates, a syndicate  of  people  who  invest 
in  income  property,  are  planning  to  do  a 
major  rehabilitation  of  the  Armory.  “There 
are  a number  of  viable  potential  uses  and 
the  principals  are  examining  the  various 
possibilities,  but  they  haven’t  decided 
which  one  to  go  with  yet,”  he  said.  “They 
are  planning  to  maintain  the  building  as  a 
historic  structure  and  they  have  no  plans 
to  put  a homeless  shelter  in  the  Armory.” 
Hopefully  the  new  owners  will  make 
up  their  minds  soon.  Almost  anything 
would  be  better  than  the  current  eyesore 
known  as  the  Armory. 

A Brief  History 

The  Mission  Armory  has  been  vacant  for 
at  least  15  years.  Since  the  early  1980s,  it 
has  been  the  focus  of  numerous  rehabili- 
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Dreamin'  on  Bartlett  Street 


tation  schemes,  which  have  imagined 
turning  it  into  a shopping  mall,  a movie 
studio,  a homeless  shelter,  a drug  reha- 
bilitation center,  and  a free  commercial 
space  for  non-profit  agencies.  Estimates 
of  the  cost  to  rehabilitate  the  cavernous, 
hulking  structure  have  ranged  from  as 
little  as  a few  million  dollars  all  the  way 
up  to  $35  million  dollars.  But  until  now. 
no  one  has  ever  done  anything  except  talk 
about  the  Armory. 

Continued  on  Page  3 


Cyclist  Meets  Jackalope 


Solo  cyclist  Mary  Brown.  See  Page  15 


by  Victor  Miller 

THE  MISSIONS  scattered-site  gallery 
of  outdoor  art  has  a new  acquisition, 
at  21st  and  Bartlett  Streets.  “Dream,"  a 
work  by  noted  muralist  Daniel  Galvez  (who 
did  the  Camaval  mural  at  24th  and  South 
Van  Ness  Streets)  was  unveiled  July  23  at 
a festive  ceremony  attended  by  Mayor  Wil- 
lie Brown,  who  said,  ‘This  is  a very  good 
piece  of  what  San  Francisco  is  all  about." 
The  new  16-  by  20-foot  work  on  the 


east  side  of  the  Bartlett  Street  Parking  Ga- 
rage is  the  seventh  in  a series  of  murals 
along  the  21st  Street  commercial  corridor. 
The  series  reflects  a new  spirit  of  vitality 
in  the  area.  Only  a few  years  ago,  the 
Bartlett  Street  garage  was  featured  on  CNN 
because  it  was  the  haunt  of  sometimes  vio- 
lent individuals  who  encamped  on  top  of 
the  garage’s  large  ventilation  ducts  and 
who  were  known  as  “Duct  Devils." 

The  west  side  of  the  block-long  ga- 
Continued  on  Page  9 
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Cochtaih  - VolkC'IM 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 

Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


no  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 
Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Photofinish,  film,  cameras,  repairs,  darkroom  supplies 
Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 

$2.65  One  day  service 

Black  & White  dev  and  print  24  exposures  3x5  prints 
w/  ’’retro  look”  white  borders 
$11 .00  One  to  two  day  service 

Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
Color  or  Black  & White 

1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd),  SF  94110  415)  641-8396 


-sts 

,99 


THE  ORIGINAL 


F.  B.  COUNTY 


rmnvrvl  •Thi,i,,heori9inolFB  r0l'TV 

1 1 j I • Mode  (or  Comfort  ond  Style 

f [j|  >7*  I • Colton 

J • Heovy  Duly  Threods 

.MADE  III  Tilt  USA  THIS  HEAL  OG  FRISCO"™ 


Russell  Sweats 

Many  Colors 
Up  to  XL,  some  XXL 

Crews  $ 1 8" 

Hooded  $20" 

Pants  * 1 8" 


LIGHTSTONE'S 


1696  Valencia  St.  • 282-1243 

OPEN  10-6:30  MON-FRI  • 10-6  SAT  • SUNDAY  CLOSED 


Armory  continued  from  page  one 


Located  at  14th  and  Mission  Streets, 
the  Armory  was  completed  in  1914.  It  was 
built  as  part  of  the  Presidio  Complex  and 
served  as  military  barracks  and  as  a school 
for  roughly  700  men.  It  also  served  as  a 
hedge  against  any  civil  unrest  that  the 
"radicals"  and  "subversives"  of  the  day 
might  foment. 

Listed  in  the  National  Register  of  His- 
toric Places  and  designated  a City 
Landmark,  the  Armory  was  declared 
surplus  property  by  the  state  legislature  in 
1980  and  was  offered  to  the  city  for  one 
dollar  during  the  Agnos  administration. 

The  Armory  consists  of  three  primary 
spaces:  a four-story  administration  build- 
ing along  Mission  Street,  a large,  open 
drill  court,  and  a full  basement.  The  ex- 
terior structure  has  four  octagonal  corner 
towers  and  a rough  brick  surface  with 
long,  narrow,  slit  windows.  The  ad- 
ministration building  was  designed  as  a 
Spanish-style  fortress  with  an  attached 
barrel-vaulted  "drill  court." 

The  Armory’s  190,000-plus  square 
feet  of  enclosed  space  housed  everything 
from  tanks  and  howitzers  to  horse  stables, 
a gym,  and  even  an  indoor  swimming  pool. 
With  its  77-foot  high  ceilings,  the  168-by- 
235-foot  drill  court  was  easily  the  largest 
assembly  hall  in  San  Francisco  prior  to 
World  War  I. 

In  1980,  John  M.  Sanger  and 
Associates’  "Mission  Armory  Reuse 
Study"  concluded  that  a complete  renova- 
tion and  upgrade  of  the  Armory  for  use  as 
a multipurpose  facility  would  cost  $14  mil- 
lion. An  additional  study  done  in  1989  by 
Mattison  & Shidler  proposed  to  convert 
the  Armory  into  a movie  studio.  But  noth- 
ing was  ever  done  because  nobody  ever 
had  enough  money  to  renovate  and 
upgrade  the  large  building. 

A December  1994  inspection  of  the 
Armory  found  that  the  building’s  roof 
leaked  like  a sieve  and  its  plumbing  and 
wiring  were  pre-World  War  I.  After  being 
abandoned  for  more  than  a dozen  years, 
it  was  full  of  asbestos  and  it  did  not  meet 


current  requirements  for  seismic 
strength. 

However,  the  building’s  structural 
components  are  basically  sound.  Depend- 
ing upon  whom  you  talk  to,  for  somewhere 
between  $2  million  and  $35  million  dol- 
lars, the  Armory  could  be  renovated  and 
converted  to  any  of  a variety  of  uses. 

Where’s  our  money? 

At  the  end  of  his  administration. 
Mayor  Art  Agnos  withdrew  $1.6  million 
from  the  Urban  Development  Action 
Grant  (UDAG)  Revolving  Loan  Fund 
and  gave  it  to  the  Mission  Armory  Foun- 
dation. The  money  was  ostensibly  to  be 
used  for  renovation  of  the  Armory.  Cur- 
rent members  of  the  foundation’s  board 
include:  Georgiana  Hernandez  (presi- 
dent) of  Arriba  Juntos,  Rich  Sorro  (vice 
president)  of  the  Mission  Hiring  Hall, 
Ricardo  Alva  of  the  Mission  Language  & 
Vocational  School,  Margarite  Gee  of  the 
Mission  Reading  Clinic,  Gonzalina 
Morales  of  Horizons  Unlimited,  Rita  AI- 
viar  of  the  Mission  Education  Project, 
Daniel  Hernandez  of  the  Mission  Hous- 
ing Development  Corporation,  and  Ra- 
quel  Medina  of  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Corporation. 

Georgiana  Hernandez,  president  of 
the  Mission  Armory  Foundation  (MAF) 
and  executive  director  of  Arriba  Juntos, 
said,  "The  Armory  Fund  currently  con- 
tains more  than  $2  million  (the  money  is 
on  deposit  in  a joint  MAF/City  account). 
The  original  grant  was  for  a project  like 
the  Armory,  but  the  money  is  not  specifi- 
cally tied  to  the  Armory.  The  only  money 
that  has  been  spent  out  of  the  Mission 
Armory  Fund  so  far  was  in  the  form  of 
short-term  loans  of  $200,000  to  Centro  del 
Pueblo  and  $15,000  to  Centro  Latino." 

Hernandez  also  indicated  that  MAF  is 
currently  looking  at  a large  economic 
development  project  in  the  Mission  that 
would  not  involve  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  (SFRA).  But  she 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 

• Cogniiivc  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 
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declined  to  describe  the  MAPs  latest 
economic  development  project  and  did 
not  return  phone  calls  at  press  time. 

The  Mission  Armory  Foundation 

According  to  Bob  Gambol,  SFRA’s 
deputy  executive  director  of  finance, 
authority  for  disbursement  of  the  Mission 
Armory  funds  has  always  been  vested  in 
the  Mayor’s  Office,  not  the  Redevelop- 
ment Agency.  Kent  Sims,  the  former 
deputy  executive  director  of  economic 
planning  and  development  at  SFRA,  has 
been  the  custodian  of  the  Mission  Armory 
Fund  for  several  years.  But  now  that  Sims 
has  been  fired  by  SFRA  Executive  Direc- 
tor Clifford  Graves,  Gambol  was  unable 
to  say  what  person  or  agency  now  has  the 
authority  to  disburse  the  funds. 

According  to  David  Bracker,  former 
vice  president  of  MAF  (and  the  Mission 
Hiring  Hall’s  alternate  delegate),  last  year 
Kent  Sims  approved  the  plan  that  MAF 
submitted  to  him.  He  then  gave  MAF  the 
authority  to  start  spending  the  UDAG 
money  sometime  in  1995. 

Ken  Sims’s  account  of  the  situation  is 
as  follows:  "There  is  not  yet  an  approved 
plan  for  the  reloan  of  UDAG  loan  repay- 
ments to  the  MAF.  MAF  was  coming 
down  the  home  stretch  last  fall  with  their 
plan,  but  they  were  being  required  to  put 
themselves  at  arms  length  from  the 
decision.  The  city  would  not  allow  any 
agency  represented  on  the  MAF  board  to 


receive  a loan  from  the  fund  unless  the 
fund  was  administered  by  a third  party. 

"MAF  then  talked  to  the  Northern 
California  Loan  Fund,  a non-profit  that 
does  501.c3  eligible  loans,  and  NCLF 
agreed  to  rim  the  fund  based  on  a set  of 
objectives  created  by  MAF.  MAF  also 
wanted  to  do  an  affordable  home  owner- 
ship program  with  a small  amount  of  the 
money  in  collaboration  with  an  entity  al- 
ready involved  in  making  loans  of  this 
type.  I was  having  these  discussions  with 
MAF  on  behalf  of  Mayor  Jordan.  But  now 
there’s  a new  Mayor. 

"The  Mission  Armory  Fund  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Armory.  The 
UDAG  money  was  given  to  MAF  for 
community  purposes  in  the  Mission  con- 
ditional upon  MAFs  ability  to  create  a 
plan  that  the  city  could  approve  under  the 
conditions  of  the  MAF  agreement:  the 
contract  between  MAF  and  the  city.  The 
money  is  controlled  by  the  mayor,  and  the 
mayor  must  sign  any  agreement  between 
MAF  and  the  city  before  any  funds  may 
be  released." 

1 only  hope  that  Mayor  Brown  takes 
the  $2  million  bucks  away  from  the  MAF 
bunglers  who  have  spent  the  last  four 
years  trying  to  find  a way  to  "loan"  the 
money  to  themselves  and  their  friends. 
Who  knows?  Maybe  the  mayor  will  build 
us  something  useful  with  it  like  an 
elevated  public  parking  structure  at  22nd 
& Mission  with  a 500-car  capacity. 


San  Francisco  Buddhist  Center 

Serving  the  Mission 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  CLASS  TUESDAYS  AT  7PM 
A non  sectarian  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the  modern 
world.  Offering  a comprehensive  introduction  to 
The  Art  of  Meditation.  (Call  for  schedule) 

37  Bartlett  (at  21st)  282-2018 

The  SF  Buddhist  Center  is  a non-profit  organization  and  part  of 
The  Friends  of  llie  Western  Buddhist  Order,  an  International  Buddhist  Movement- 
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! YOUR  RIGHTS  ! 

Law  Offices  of 

Steven  J.  McDonald 

'Excellence  in  Legal  Advocacy 
* SLIDING  SCALE  & FLAT  FEES 
* FREE  CONSULTATION 

FAMILY  LAW 

(divorce,  paternity,  support,  custody, 
settlements,  appeals,  modifications) 

LANDLORD/TENANT 


(415)  431-6229 

12  Gough  Street  (at  Market  St.) 

Suite  303 

♦ ♦ 

" I am  committed  to  providing 
the  working  class  with 
superior  legal  services 
at  affordable  rates. " 
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Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  ihe  Creative  People 
Of  Bohemia  By  ihe  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  Ihe  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 
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Housing  From  Hell  Targeted 

City,  Community  Groups  Take  Aim  at  Slumlords 


by  Brian  Doohan 

. bevy  of  private  and  public  initia- 
tives are  being  applied  to  several  Mission 
district  buildings  that  have  long  posed 
health  and  safety  threats  to  tenants  and 
their  neighborhoods. 

Recently,  plans  to  take  action  on  the 
worst  of  the  neighborhood’s  residential 
hotels  were  announced  by  a collaborative 
of  nonprofit  agencies  that  are  seeking  to 
influence  the  impact  of  several  notorious 
buildings,  most  of  which  are  located  on 
the  heroin-drenched  blocks  of  Mission 
Street  adjacent  to  the  16th  Street  BART 
station.  The  collaborative,  a program  of 
the  San  Francisco  Enterprise  Com- 
munity, hopes  to  bring  up  to  code  and 
stabilize  these  properties.  The  nonprofits 
hope  that  a recent  settlement  between  the 
City  Attorney’s  Office  and  a notorious 
property  owner  will  serve  as  an  example 
of  the  pressure  that  can  be  brought  to  bear 
against  sleazy  property  owners,  and  in- 
fluence a few  of  the  worst  violators  to 
consider  getting  out  of  the  Mission  while 
they  can. 

The  community  organizations  will  tar- 
get at  least  four  Mission  residential  hotels 
for  improvement,  with  or,  if  necessary, 
without  the  cooperation  of  the  hotels’ 
management. 

The  effort  includes  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC),  San 
Francisco  SAFE  and  two  social  service 
agencies  with  a predominately  low-in- 
come, Spanish-speaking  constituency:  the 
St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  and 
AYUDA. 

St.  Peters  hopes  to  help  make  sure 
hotels  are  brought  into  compliance  with 
city  codes;  AYUDA  will  work  with 
formerly  homeless  people  and  those  who 
are  at  risk  of  being  homeless,  securing 
support  services  to  keep  them  from  going 
back  out  on  the  streets  or  contributing  to 
the  downward  progress  of  the  buildings 
they  live  in. 

Sticking  It  To  Velasco 

The  organizations  will  also  provide 
support  for  rehabilitation  and  manage- 
ment overhaul  in  MHDC’s  recently  ac- 
quired residential  hotel,  the  Altamont 
and  the  Apollo  Hotel  which  MHDC  is  in 
the  process  of  purchasing.  Both  are  lo- 
cated near  16th  and  Valencia. 

Balanced  against  the  carrot  (or  bread, 
from  the  expression  "la  pan  y la  porra)  of 
a more  stable  tenant  base  is  the  stick  of 


code  enforcement,  wherein  the  repeated 
attentions  of  building  inspectors,  police, 
firefighters,  the  Health  Department,  and 
the  City  Attorney’s  Office  arc  directed  at 
those  who  were,  in  the  words  of  former 
Assistant  City  Attorney  Ilcne  Dick,  "fre- 
quent flyers,"  owners  of  buildings  with 
multiple,  longstanding  problems. 

Karen  Carrera,  who  now  holds  Dick’s 
position,  cited  the  case  of  Virginia  Velas- 
co, which  was  settled  last  month,  as  an 
example  of  "la  porra." 

Velasco,  owner  of  an  estimated  23 
properties,  was  taken  to  court  on  charges 
related  to  six  of  those  properties.  Charges 
included  gross  negligence,  including  il- 
legal subdivision  of  single  family  homes  in 
order  to  house  80  to  100  people,  in  the 
four  worst  cases. 

Tenants  at  these  properties  — 1033 
Hampshire,  2770  Bryant,  2915  26th 
Street,  and  1333  York  Streets  --  will  be 
relocated  at  Velasco’s  expense.  Carrera 
stated  "I  feel  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  we 
required  relocation  under  the  state  code." 

St.  Peter’s  has  been  enlisted  to 
facilitate  the  transition  of  tenants  to  other 
temporary  or  permanent  shelters. 
Spokesperson  Gloria  Lopez  called  the 
Velasco  buildings  "an  important  test  case" 
and  told  the  New  Mission  News  that  St. 
Peter’s  has  already  begun  notifying 
tenants  displaced  by  the  demolition  of 
illegal  units  that  they  have  a right  to 
receive  moving  expenses  and  up  to  four 
months’  rent  as  compensation. 

"We’re  helping  tenants  to  overcome 
their  fears,"  said  Lopez,  noting  that  in  the 
current  post-Proposition  187  climate, 
non-English-speaking  tenants  often  fail  to 
pursue  benefits  to  which  they  are  legally 
entitled. 

Velasco  must  now  bring  her  six 
properties,  the  four  named  above  as  well 
as  1473  Florida  and  666  Precita,  up  to 
code  by  correcting  a total  of  46  listed 
violations  in  the  settlement  agreement  she 
signed  July  1 1.  If  she  does  not,  she  will  face 
additional  penalties  of  $500  to  $2,500  per 
day  per  violation.  Carrera  said  the  city 
settlement  does  not  preempt  the  right  of 
tenants  to  file  their  own  civil  actions. 

Carrera,  who  attended  a May  meeting 
of  some  Mission  Street  hotel  owners  and 
community  leaders  said  that  the  city  attor- 
ney has  prepared  a list  of  do’s  and  don’ts 
for  hotel  managers  and  owners.  Although 
some  of  the  items  were  obvious  - perhaps 
even  condescending  --  the  document  sug- 
gests "weekly  [!]  garbage  removal"  and 
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Dolores  Park  Homeopathy 

is  happy  to  announce  the  opening  of  its  practice  at 

3689  18th  St.,  near  Dolores  Park. 

We  offer  classical  homeopathy  to  individuals  and 
families,  and  cater  to  all  people. 
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Please  call  Lyn  Farrugia  and  Richard  Pitt  at  565-0979 
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approaching  "fearful  or  angry"  persons 
such  as  drug  dealers  and  the  mentally 
disturbed  "slowly  and  with  open  hands." 
The  list  at  least  represents  an  attempt  to 
specify  conduct  that  might  otherwise 
bring  down  "la  porra." 

City  Solidarity? 

According  to  Carrera,  at  least  three  of 
the  worst  hotels  in  the  "Devil’s  Quad- 
rangle" area  of  16th  and  Mission  are 
presently  complying  with  the  city 
attorney’s  program.  Whether  they  con- 
tinue to  do  so  will  probably  hinge  on  their 
perception  of  the  city’s  resolution  to  keep 
up  the  pressure. 

Already  there  are  some  perceptible 
cracks. 

The  still  volatile  District  Attorney’s 
Office  has  not  yet  made  its  presence  felt 
--  especially  in  the  many  cases  involving 
blatant  criminal  activity  ranging  from  as- 
saults on  tenants  to  narcotics  and 
weapons  violations. 

And  the  California  Alcoholic 


Beverages  Commission  (ABC)  has  also 
been  largely  missing  in  action  from  the 
Mission,  where  the  woes  of  residential 
hotels  are  often  compounded  by  liquor 
stores  and  bars  (although  Carrera  did  tell 
the  New  Mission  News  that  the  ABC  has 
become  involved  in  a joint  venture  on  an 
out-of-control  building  on  Eddy  Street  in 
the  Tenderloin).  Further  support,  moral 
or  otherwise,  has  been  notably  absent 
from  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

(This  could  change  with  the  approach 
of  November’s  elections;  the  New  Mission 
News  will  attempt  to  pinpoint  the  senti- 
ments of  incumbents  and  challengers,  and 
encourages  Missionites  to  attend 
candidates’  forums  and  ask  them  tough 
questions.) 

The  community  groups  are  nonethe- 
less determined  to  make  a difference.  Ac- 
cording to  its  Mission  statement,  "With 
mere  recalcitrant  landlords, the  col- 
laborative will  not  hesitate  to  organize 
tenants,  neighbors,  and  city  departments 
to  pressure  the  owners/managers  of  poor- 
ly run  hotels. 
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Rent  Strikers  Hit  A Home  Run 

Determined  Tenants  Get  Repairs,  Free  Rent,  Justice 


by  Kurt  Bier 

S herry  Petersen  and  Gatsby.  Con- 
treras sit  in  the  living  room  of  their  com- 
fortable one-bedroom  Mission  District 
apartment.  Embers  glow  in  their 
fireplace,  electric  lights  illuminate  the 
apartment’s  white  walls,  the  toilet  and 
faucets  have  running  water,  and  heat 
pours  from  vents  in  the  floor  — amenities 
taken  for  granted  by  renters  throughout 
the  city.  But  Petersen  and  Contreras  do 
not  pay  rent.  They  have  not  paid  rent  for 
over  a year  and  a half. 

Contreras  leafs  through  a fat  folder 
full  of  legal  documents:  faxes,  certified 
letters,  and  reams  of  correspondence,  the 
detritus  of  one  of  the  longest  ongoing  rent 
strikes  in  San  Francisco.  A well  thumbed 
handbook  of  tenants’  rights  lies  on  the 
table.  "We  didn’t  want  to  do  this,"  Peter- 
sen began,  referring  to  the  rent  strike  and 
the  endless  legal  wranglings  it  has  en- 
tailed. 'We  just  wanted  to  live  in  a safe, 
well-maintained  home.  But  it  didn’t  hap- 
pen that  way." 

Indeed,  when  she  and  Contreras 
moved  into  the  apartment  in  October  of 
1992,  they  thought  they  had  found  the 
ideal  situation:  a spacious  apartment,  a 
large  back  deck,  and  space  for  a garden 
met  their  needs  perfectly.  Soon  after 
moving  in,  however,  things  turned  sour. 
They  learned  that  the  landlord  lived  in 
Florida  and  took  little  interest  in  main- 
taining the  property,  that  repairs  were  few 
and  far  between,  and  that  maintenance 
workers  came  and  went  almost  weekly. 

More  serious  than  the  cosmetic 
dilapidation  were  the  lack  of  heat,  the 
illegal  unit  upstairs,  the  termites,  and  the 
water  that  poured  down  from  the  leaky 
bathtub  in  the  apartment  above  their 
bedroom.  After  numerous  unheeded  re- 
quests for  repairs,  the  tenant  occupying 
the  other  half  of  the  house  began  a rent 
strike. 

California  Civil  Code  1941.1  states 
that  a landlord  must  insure  that  his  or  her 
property  contains  certain  standard  char- 
acteristics, one  of  which  is  heating 
facilities  maintained  in  good  working 
order.  If  this  provision  is  not  met,  1942.2 
states  that  it  is  illegal  for  a landlord  to 
charge  rent. 

Petersen  and  Contreras,  like  most 
tenants,  were  not  aware  of  these  laws.  "All 
we  knew  was  that  repairs  started  getting 
done  in  the  other  apartment,"  said  Con- 
treras. That’s  when  we  decided  to  strike 
as  well."  After  consulting  the  Tenants 


Union,  the  two  sent  the  landlord  a list  of 
repairs  necessary  to  bring  the  apartment 
up  to  code.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Rent  Ordinance,  passed  in  1979,  and  the 
Civil  Code,  a landlord  has  60  days  to  make 
general  repairs,  after  which  time  tenants 
are  not  obliged  to  pay  rent.  For  heat,  a 
fundamental  right,  48  hours  are  allowed. 
When  the  landlord  failed  to  respond  to 
their  demands,  Contreras  and  Petersen 
began  withholding  rent,  placing  the 
money  in  an  escrow  account. 

"We  had  to  show  we  could  pay  the  rent 
to  have  any  legal  standing,"  explains 
Petersen.  Nine  months  later,  their 
landlord  went  bankrupt,  a fact  Contreras 
does  not  feel  responsible  for  or  necessari- 
ly happy  about.  "She  was  heading  down 
that  road  already.  We  didn’t  want  to...  put 
her  under,  we  just  wanted  to  live  in  a 
decent  place." 

During  this  time,  an  inspector  from 
the  Department  of  Building  Inspection 
corroborated  their  claims  and  issued 
violation  notices,  citing  in  particular  the 
lack  of  heat.  And  in  May  of  1995  the  DBI 
did  something  extraordinary:  they  in- 
stalled a central  heating  system  themsel- 
ves, an  $18,000  project.  They  passed  these 
costs  along  to  the  landlord. 

Jim  Faye,  the  tenants’  lawyer,  said,  "I 
can’t  remember  ever  hearing  of  the  DBI 
doing  something  that  substantial."  Still,  a 
leaky  ceiling,  termites,  and  an  illegal  unit 
remained  as  thorns  in  the  tenants’  sides. 

The  property  was  put  on  the  auction 
block.  'There  were  suits  everywhere 
trying  to  get  a look  at  the  place,"  Contreras 
recalls.  "There  were  even  some  gopher 
suits  trying  to  get  under  the  fence."  What 
she  and  Petersen  perceived  as  a lack  of 
respect  for  their  privacy  continued  when 
ownership  of  the  property  reverted  to  the 
mortgage  holder,  Home  Savings  of 
America,  and  management  went  to 
Remax,  a property  management  firm. 

Soon  after  the  transfer,  Contreras  and 
Petersen  received  a letter  from  the  new 
landlord  suggesting  they  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  payment  of  rent.  They  faxed 
him  a list  of  repairs  that  needed  to  be  done 
before  they  would  discuss  rent,  and  so 
began  a long  series  of  correspondence 
and  bilious  exchanges  over  how  the 
repairs  were  to  be  made.  The  lawyers  for 
Home  Savings,  Vlahos  and  Vlahos,  sent  a 
letter  to  Contreras  and  Petersen  threaten- 
ing eviction,  but  one  fax  enumerating  the 
numerous  code  violations  ended  their  in- 
volvement. 

The  Civil  Code  requires  a landlord  to 
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contact  tenants  24  hours  in  advance  to 
schedule  repairs.  According  to  Contreras 
and  Petersen,  the  property  manager 
would  call  the  night  before  to  make  arran- 
gements for  repairs,  or  would  simply  show 
up  unannounced.  They  found  this  unac- 
ceptable. Property  manager  Clay  Dunkin 
disagreed,  calling  the  tenants  "un- 
cooperative." Whatever  the  case,  slowly 
the  repairs  began. 

A traditionally  unresponsive  DBI  as- 
sisted Contreras  and  Petersen  throughout 
the  process,  detailing  with  great  precision 
what  work  needed  to  be  done  to  get  the 
apartment  up  to  code.  "He  was  great," 
Contreras  said  of  their  inspector.  "He 
made  sure  we  didn’t  get  screwed." 

Faye  believes  his  clients’  unflagging 
determination  had  something  to  do  with 
that  as  well.  They  documented  their  case 
very  well,  an  immensely  important  detail 


often  overlooked,  and  they  were  very 
good  about  asserting  their  rights."  Faye 
also  noted  that  since  the  conversion  of  the 
BBI  to  the  DBI,  inspectors  have  been  "a 
touch"  more  aggressive  in  field  inspec- 
tions, and  they  seem  to  be  moving  more 
quickly  to  penalize  unresponsive 
landlords. 

"Yeah,  it’s  been  hard,"  said  Petersen. 
"We  just  want  to  pay  rent  and  get  on  with 
our  lives.  But  we  couldn’t  let  them  walk  all 
over  us.  We  have  rights. 

The  property  has  been  sold  again,  and 
the  tenants  have  yet  to  hear  from  the  new 
owners.  With  the  repairs  nearly  com- 
pleted, all  that  remains  is  a final  inspec- 
tion officially  abating  the  violations.  By 
law,  the  money  placed  in  the  escrow  ac- 
count will  be  returned  to  the  tenants;  rent 
cannot  be  collected  until  the  inspector 
signs  off  on  the  repairs. 


Worm  Guys  Strikeout 

Worm-box  mogul  Fred  "Uncle  Wigg- 
ly" Pastor  reports  that  health-  and  Rasta- 
oriented  Yahoo  Herb  n’  Ecology,  located 
at  located  at  968  Valencia  Street,  has  lost 
its  long  running  battle  with  the  landlord 
and  will  be  closing  up  shop  this  month. 
"We’ll  be  back,"  vows  Fred,  pictured  left. 

In  the  On  Deck 
Circle,  Radical 
Women 

A few  blocks  north.  Radical  Women 
is  contesting  eviction  from  Freedom 
Socialist  Hall  at  523-A  Valencia,  the 
group’s  home  for  13  years.  According  to 
their  press  release,  Radical  Women  faces 
an  August  31  eviction  unless  they  agree  to 
pay  their  Marin  County  landlord  double 
their  current  rent.  They’re  asking  our 
readers  for  support  in  fighting  the  evic- 
tion. For  more  information,  call  864-1278. 
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WORKING  CAPP 


The  four-block  stretch  of  Capp  Street  between  16th  and  20th  Streets  is  known  to  some 
as "i the  Track " or Ho  Stroll. " For  years,  this  mean  street  has  been  the  end-of-the-line  working 
place  for  dozens  of  prostitutes,  supporting  their  addictions  to  heroin  and  other  drugs.  This 
year  has  been  an  especially  tough  one  for  Capp  Street  prostitutes:  two  of  them  were  abducted 
from  Capp  Street  and  then  murdered,  and  fliers  distributed  in  local  cafes  describe  a third 
near-fatal  abduction.  Clostridium  sordelli,  popularly  known  as  flesh-eating  bacteria,  was 
linked  to  Mexican  black-tar  heroin.  This  year  about  20  cases  of  the  fast-spreading  infection 
— which  can  result  in  death  or  the  need  to  amputate  a limb — have  occurred  in  San  Francisco. 

Paradoxically,  1906  has  also  been  a year  when  Hollywood's  romanticization  of  the 
world's  oldest  profession  reached  its  zenith  and  when  heroin  became  a chic  drug  in  certain 
circles.  As  the  stories  of  Marilyn,  a Capp  Street  prostitute ; Brenda  Escobar,  an  outreach 
worker  for  the  Iris  Center,  a women 's  multiservice  organization  ; and  police  officer  Nancy 
Guillory  show,  life  on  Capp  Street  is  not  chic,  and  it  doesn 't  imitate  art. 

m— — ^ 


Marilyn  has  worked  as  a prostitute  for 
most  of  the  last  10  years.  She  has  worked 
on  Capp  Street  for  the  last  four  years.  Bom 
in  Brazil,  Marilyn  came  to  this  country 
when  she  was  five  years  old.  She  grew  up  in 
Mountain  View  in  a middle-class  family 
with  a sister  and  two  brothers.  An  un- 
planned pregnancy  led  to  a marriage  while 
she  was  in  10th  grade.  The  marriage  ended 
in  divorce  two  years  later.  A boyfriend  intro- 
duced her  to  heroin  in  the  early  '80s,  and 
she  quickly  became  addicted.  Her  son  now 
lives  with  his  father  in  Northern  California; 
ever  since  he  was  seven,  Marilyn  has  been 
barred  from  seeing  him  because  she  is  a 
dnig  addict.  Now  35,  she  works  Capp  Street, 
because  like  all  the  other  women  on  Capp 
street,  she  needs  to  support  a habit. 

NMN:  How  did  you  start  out  in  this 
work? 

Marilyn:  The  first  time  I did  it,  I made 
$40  in  10  minutes.  At  the  time  I was  work- 
ing for  General  Electric  making  five  bucks 
an  hour.  It  would  have  taken  me  all  day  to 
earn  $40,  and  [with  prostitution]  it  took 
me  10  minutes.  I thought,  "This  is  great." 

I was  able  to  maintain  my  job,  but  my 
addiction  escalated.  My  habit  got  bigger 
and  bigger  because  I was  able  to  get  more 
money.  It’s  like  a revolving  door:  you 
live  to  use  and  you  use  to  live.  You  use 
so  you  can  go  to  work,  and  you  work  so 
you  can  use.  Most  of  us  [prostitutes]  can’t 
make  it  out  there  unless  we  have  some 
kind  of  mood-altering  substance  in  us, 
and  the  reason  we’re  working  is  so  we  can 
put  that  mood-altering  substance  in  us. 

1 worked  the  Tenderloin  before  com- 
ing down  here,  which  is  kind  of  a demo- 
tion. Once  you’ve  hit  Capp  Street,  you’ve 
pretty  much  hit  rock  bottom. 

NMN:  In  the  last  year,  two  women 
have  been  abducted  from  Capp  Street  and 
murdered.  That  must  be  very  frightening 
for  you. 

Marilyn:  One  of  them  was  a friend  of 
mine,  Shelley.  But  that’s  how  strong  the 
addiction  is.  I’ve  been  held  at  gunpoint, 
I’ve  been  held  at  knife-point,  I’ve  been 
raped,  I’ve  been  sodomized,  I’ve  been 
beaten,  I’ve  been  kidnapped. 

I was  kidnapped  by  this  pimp  in  San 
Jose  who  held  me  in  a trailer  in  the  San 
Jose  hills  and  kept  me  pretty  well  sedated. 
He  would  bring  clients  over  and  I would 
tell  these  guys,  "Hey  I’m  trying  to  get  out 
of  this."  And  these  guys  he’d  bring  over 
would  be  on  PCP  or  [would  be]  just  out  of 
the  penitentiary  - guys  that  didn’t  give  a 
fuck.  He  and  his  girlfriend  would  both 
rape  me  every  night.  When  I finally  got 


him  to  believe  I was  going  to  go  along  with 
the  plan  [to  work  for  him],  I got  a little 
more  freedom,  and  once  I got  out  that 
door  I just  ran  for  my  life. 

Abductions  aren’t  common.  Rape  is 
very  common  and  [so  are]  beatings. 
There’s  a lot  of  that  that  I hear  about  quite 
often. 

The  police  pretty  much  tell  us  about 
the  abductions;  they’re  pretty  good  about 
that.  They’ll  come  around  and  talk  to  us 
girls...  If  there’s  a description,  you  know 
they’ll  tell  us  who  to  watch  out  for. 

NMN:  Do  police  crackdowns  make  a 
difference? 

Marilyn:  They’ll  bust  you.  You  go  to 
jail.  It’s  an  inconvenience  that  you  have  to 
sit  in  jail  for  10  or  12  hours,  [but]  you  go 
right  back  to  the  streets.  A lot  of  guys  will 
hang  out  by  the  jailhouse  because  they 
know  a lot  of  us  girls  get  busted.  I’ve  got- 
ten lots  of  dates  as  soon  as  I’ve  gotten  out 
of  jail. 

NMN:  Do  you  always  practice  safe 
sex? 

Marilyn:  No.  It  boils  down  to  [this]: 
you’re  dope  sick  and  you  need  a date  and 
you  need  to  fix  real  quick,  and  the  guy 
doesn’t  want  to  use  a condom,  and  he’s 
willing  to  pay  an  extra  10  bucks.  You 
know,  [you]  do  it.  I’ve  done  it  and  a lot  of 
the  girls  I talk  to  out  there  say  they’ve  done 
it  too.  When  you’ve  got  a jones  and  your 
body’s  ailing,  shit  yeah,  you’re  gonna  do  it. 

NMN:  Is  heroin  pretty  easy  to  get? 

Marilyn:  The  dealers  know  where  we 
work.  They  call  it  the  ’Ho  Stroll,  the 
Track.  They  see  us  getting  into  a car  and 
say,  "We’ll  see  you  when  you  get  back." 
And  they  make  a point  that  we  can  find 
them.  Once  you  get  into  prostitution  for 
drug  reasons  that’s  pretty  much  where 
your  mind  is  at.  When  I’m  with  a customer 
I’m  already  in  my  mind  — before  the  guy 
has  even  finished  — thinking  who  am  I 
going  to  cop  from,  where  am  I going  to  fix. 
I’m  even  thinking  where’s  the  last  vein  I 
hit.  You  want  him  to  come  real  quick  and 
drop  you  off.  It’s  like  a reward. 

NMN:  What  about  crack? 

Marilyn:  Crack  has  really  screwed  up 
prostitution.  I remember  when  I was 
paying  $65  for  a quarter-gram  of  heroin 
downSflPh  when  I first  started  - so  that’s 
what  dates  were  going  for:  $65  to  $100. 
Now  with  this  crack,  girls  are  dating  for  $3 
to  $5  or  just  a hit  of  crack,  so  the  guys  start 
expecting  that. 


And  I know  of  middle-class  guys  from 
the  suburbs  who  drive  up  here  in  BMWs, 
married  guys  with  family  responsibilities, 
who  spent  their  whole  weekend  with  me 
and  blew  their  whole  paycheck  — eight  or 
nine  hundred  dollars  — smoking  crack. 
They  don’t  know  where  to  get  drugs  but 
they  know  we  do. 

NMN:  How  do  the  Mission  Street 
hotels  fit  in? 

Marilyn:  They  are  all  about  money. 
It’s  anywhere  from  $25  to  $35  a night,  and 
every  guest  you  bring  up  there  is  $5  and 
overnight  guests  are  $10.  There  are  cer- 
tain hotels  that  you  can  use  as,  you  know, 
just  the  room  for  $10  for  half  an  hour. 

NMN:  How  hard  is  it  to  get  out  of  this 
life? 

Marilyn:  Most  of  us,  we  pretty  much 
hate  the  way  men  come  on  to  us,  like  we’re 
just  a piece  of  meat  for  them  to  get  their 
rocks  off,  but  it’s  the  easiest  way  for  us  to 
support  our  habits. 

I’ve  had  some  sobriety  periods.  The 
last  one  was  in  South  Dakota  for  two 
months.  Prior  to  that  I stayed  clean  for  two 


and  a half  years.  I worked  for  Neiman- 
Marcus  as  a sales  associate  in  the  cos- 
metic department,  and  I went  back  to 
Brazil  for  a year. 

I knew  another  girl  who  went  to  Wal- 
den House  stayed  there  for  18  months  and 
went  to  work  for  the  DA’s  Office  with  that 
program  they  have,  the  John  School.  But 
she  came  back  and  had  a relapse  and  was 
out  here  for  almost  a month. 

They  always  come  back.  At  first  you 
see  them  on  the  weekends.  And  they  say, 
"Oh,  I’m  just  doing  it  for  today."  Before 
you  know  it,  you  start  seeing  them  during 
the  week  and  before  you  know  [it],  they’ve 
lost  their  jobs,  spent  all  their  money,  and 
fucked  everything  off. 

I know  one  woman:  she  works  the 
streets,  her  daughter  works  the  streets, 
and  her  granddaughter  works  the  streets. 

It’s  not  just  the  drugs,  although  that’s 
a major  part  of  it.  You  kind  of  get  used  to 
living  in  that  fast  lane  you  were  in,  that 
instant  gratification,  instant  cash,  instant 
rush  when  you  fix. 

I used  to  be  a ballerina.  That  was  my 
dream:  to  be  a prima  ballerina.  And  I 
ended  up  on  the  streets  of  San  Francisco 
shooting  dope  and  smoking  crack. 


For  the  last  two  years,  24-year-old  Bren- 
da Escobar  has  been  an  outreach  worker 
for  the  Iris  Center,  a Mission  District  drug- 
and  alcohol-recovery  service  center  for 
women.  A native  of  the  Mission,  Escobar 
attended  City  College  and  then  went  to  work 
for  the  Real  Alternatives  Program,  where 
she  focused  on  gang-related  youth 
problems.  She  has  also  worked  with  the 
Brown  Institute,  a Mission  multipurpose 
nonprofit. 

NMN:  What  kind  of  work  do  you  do 
with  prostitutes? 

Escobar.  I work  at  16th  and  Capp.  I go 
out  giving  out  condoms,  lube,  dental 
dams,  and  information  about  safe  sex  and 
how  to  clean  their  needles  if  they’re  using 
heroin.  Me  and  the  other  two  outreach 
women  I work  with  will  spread  out  and  go 
to  different  areas,  or  the  same  area 
depending  on  if  there’s  a lot  of  women. 
And  I’ll  just  go  up  to  them  and  say,  "Hi, 
I’m  Brenda." 

A lot  of  the  women  already  know  me, 
so  they’ll  come  up  to  me  and  ask  if  I have 
any  condoms,  and  I’ll  give  them  as  many 
as  I can  give  them.  Then  we’ll  talk.  I’ll  ask, 
"How  are  you  doing?  How  are  you  feel- 
ing? Did  you  just  gel  out  of  jail?"  "Yeah,  I 
just  got  out  of  jail.  I’m  thinking  of  going 
back  home."  "Really,  where?"  "To  New 
York." 

But  I still  see  them  in  the  coffee  shops. 
I’U  sit  down  and  say,  "Do  you  go  to  the 
Needle  Exchange?  It’s  just  for  women;  it’s 
at  the  Dolores  Street  Community  Center. 
It’s  an  inside  site."  I tell  them  about  our 
support  group.  I ask  them  "Is  your  health 
OK?  Have  you  taken  an  HIV  test?  How 
long  has  it  been?" 

And  they  ask  me  questions  about  safer 
sex.  When  we  talk  about  HIV,  they’ll  say 
things  like,  "Well  there’s  some  women 
that’ll  probably  not  use  a condom;  how 
about  if  I don’t  use  a condom?  If  I’m  doing 
oral  sex  with  someone,  can  I get  HIV 
doing  that?"  And  I’ll  have  to  tell  them  the 
risks  and  explain  every  little  detail.  The 
main  focus  is  harm  reduction.  That’s  our 
thing. 

NMN:  What  is  the  support  group? 


Escobar  The  Iris  Center  has  a sup- 
port group  here  on  Valencia  Street  on 
Wednesdays.  You  don’t  have  to  be  clean, 
so  it’s  a lot  of  the  women  I do  outreach  to. 
I tell  them  to  come  in  and  they  get  a 
voucher  for  Burger  King  just  for  coming 
in,  and  I give  them  clothes  that  are 
donated.  It’s  just  a place  where  they  can 
come  in  and  feel  nobody’s  asking  anything 
from  them,  to  just  come  in  and  talk.  And 
they’ve  been  coming.  A lot  of  women  out 
there  know  about  the  group. 

NMN:  How  many  women  are  working 
Capp  Street,  and  how  many  of  them  are 
HIV  positive? 

Escobar  If  you  go  out  there  in  the 
morning  there  are  five  to  eight  women;  if 
you  go  there  after  1 p.m.  there’s  more  like 
15  or  20. 1 would  say  there  are  about  six  or 
seven  HIV-positive  women  out  there  that 
I know  of,  probably  more. 

NMN:  What  other  type  of  health 
problems  do  these  women  have  besides 
AIDS  and  VD? 

Escobar  There’s  a lot  of  abscesses 
[women  get]  from  shooting  up.  And  there 
was  this  new  problem  [flesh-eating  bac- 
teria] that  was  attacking  the  heroin  users 
that  were  shooting  up  with  the  tar.  The 
abscesses  were  eating  out  their  skin. 

NMN:  What  about  abductions? 

Escobar  When  I talked  to  the  women 
out  there  they  told  me  they’re  not  getting 
the  attention  some  other  women  would  be 
getting  if  this  kidnapping  had  happened. 
Things  like  that  happen  all  the  time...  [For 
example,]  a woman  will  be  kidnapped  for 
a couple  of  days  and  then  I’ll  see  her  a 
week  later,  and  I’ll  say,  "Where  were  you?" 
and  she’ll  say,  "Oh,  some  guys  took  me  and 
raped  me,  and  I just  got  back."  And  I’m 
like,  "Are  you  O.K.  ?"  It  doesn’t  seem  to 
faze  them.  They’re  like,  "Well...  yeah." 
Things  like  that  just  happen. 

NMN:  Do  most  of  these  women  want 
to  stop  prostituting? 
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Escobar:  They  do;  it’s  just  that  it’s  so 
hard  to  do  it  and  they  don’t  have  the  sup- 
port [to  do  it).  There’s  a lot  of  people  who 
don’t  want  to  take  the  time  to  just  sit  down 
and  help  these  women  because  these 
women  don’t  have  any  money.  They  have 
money  only  enough  to  pay  for  their  hotel 
and  their  habit. 

It’s  really  hard.  Every  woman  I’ve 
talked  to  always  wants  to  stop  but  there’s 
not  someone  there  to  help  them  out.  And 
there’s  some  really  really  deep  family 
problems  that  they  need  people  to  talk  to 
about. 

I’d  like  them  to  stop  because  so  many 
of  them  are  so  smart.  I’ve  learned  so  much 
from  them.  They  have  a lot  to  offer  — 
there’s  just  no  one  to  tell  them  they  have 
a lot  too  offer.  And  if  they  could  get  a 
helping  hand  to  help  them  through,  I’m 
sure  they  would  quit. 

NMN:  What  if  prostitution  were  legal- 
ized? 

Escobar  They  would  still  be  out  there 


because  they’re  doing  it  for  their  habit.  It’s 
more  a drug  problem.  They  don’t  want  to 
sell  their  bodies,  but  that’s  how  they  sup- 
port their  habit.  And  no  one’s  going  to 
hire  them  for  a job  because  of  the  way 
they’re  looking.  A lot  of  women  tell  me, 
"What  am  I going  to  do?  Work  for  Mc- 
Donalds, nodding  out  because  I’m  on 
heroin,  having  to  go  fix  in  the  bathroom 
and  then  go  back  to  work?  I can’t  do  that." 

NMN:  How  do  you  feel  about  your 
work? 

Escobar  Just  working  and  doing  the 
outreach  blew  my  mind,  [seeing]  how 
women  out  there  survive.  I’ve  heard  so 
many  stories  and  seen  so  many  things. 
This  job  has  been  really,  really  great.  I’ve 
learned  so  much. 

You  know,  everybody  needs  some- 
body to  help  them,  and  that’s  what  I do.  I 
help  these  women.  When  I go  home  at 
night  I feel  very  gratified. 


Officer  Nancie  Guillory,  31,  works 
Capp  Street  as  a police  decoy.  She  has  the 
"cut,"  athletic  look  of  somebody  who  has 
lifted  weights  for  14  years.  Her  physical  fit- 
ness and  her  upbeat,  relaxed  manner  make 
her  totally  unlike  many  actual  prostitutes. 
Nonetheless,  she  has  been  quite  successful 
in  her  efforts  to  nab  potential  johns.  On  a 
typical  morning  July  5,  she  and  her  partners 
cited  six  men  for  solicitation  of  prostitution 
in  a two-hour  period. 

NMN:  What’s  your  background? 

Guillory:  I was  bom  in  San  Francisco 
[and]  raised  in  San  Mateo.  I have  three 
children,  and  I’ll  have  been  married  10 
years  this  September.  Before  becoming  a 
police  officer  I was  a volunteer  for  the  San 
Mateo  Fire  Department  for  two  years. 
Prior  to  that  I stayed  home  and  raised  the 
children  when  they  were  little.  This 
[police  work]  is  something  I always 
wanted  to  do  - I just  took  the  time  out  to 
raise  my  family.  My  plan  was  to  start  at  the 
age  of  21,  but  I got  married  at  20  and  had 


my  first  child  at  21.  So  I kind  of  took  a 
detour...  to  settle  other  things,  and  here  I 
am. 

NMN:  How  long  have  you  been  a 
police  officer? 

Guillory:  It’s  been  a year  since  June.  I 
graduated  the  academy  in  December  and 
started  working  vice  in  February.  The 
company  that  I was  with  asked  me  if  I’d 
like  to  do  it  on  an  overtime  basis  to  get 
some  experience.  I’ve  done  it  in  Hayes 
Valley,  at  O’Farrell  and  Taylor  and  at 
Post  and  Larkin  in  the  Tenderloin,  and  in 
the  Mission  on  Capp  Street. 

NMN:  How  does  Capp  Street  com- 
pare with  the  other  areas? 

Guillory:  There’s  always  worse,  but 
from  what  I hear  Capp  Street  is  a pretty 
low  place  to  go.  Twenty  dollars  is  stand- 
ard, whereas  in  the  Tenderloin  you  get  up 
toward  a hundred. 

Capp  Street  is  a less  professional  area 
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in  terms  of  clients,  although  we  have  got- 
ten a few  professional  people  in  that  area, 
you  know,  trying  to  pick  up  prostitutes. 

In  the  Mission  [the  clients  are  often] 
Hispanic  males,  whereas  in  the  Tender- 
loin there’s  more  of  a mix  --  a lot  of  local 
guys  and  some  from  the  East  Bay. 

NMN:  Do  you  arrest  them? 

Guillory:  I have  two  cover  officers. 
[When]  I’m  out  on  Capp  Street  the  cover 
officers  are  in  a doorway  somewhere  to 
see  what’s  going  on.  And  as  soon  as  I’ve 
made  my  case,  I run  my  fingers  through 
my  hair:  that’s  the  bust  signal  as  we  call  it. 
Then  they  move  in. 

Normally  what  we  do  is  cite  [the  johns] 
if  they  don’t  have  any  warrants.  If  they’re 
not  wanted  and  or  if  they  have  a driver’s 
license  and  some  California  identifica- 
tion, we  don’t  need  to  bring  them  to  the 
station;  they  can  leave.  It  takes  ap- 
proximately 10  minutes  to  go  through  the 
process:  to  cite  them  and  admonish  them 
— tell  them  that  this  is  wrong  and  that  if 
you’re  seen  back  here  again  you  will  be 
booked. 

NMN:  Do  you  think  this  makes  an  im- 
pact? 

Guillory:  I feel  it  does.  I think  for 
people  who  don’t  really  pick  up  women  on 
a regular  basis,  it  does  scare  them  off  and 
it  keeps  them  from  coming  back  again. 
But  who’s  to  say  about  people  who  have 
done  this  for  years  and  want  to  continue 
to  do  it...  It’s  a long  time  act  that’s  been 
going  on  and  1 feel  that  we  can  deter  some 
people  that  do  it. 

And  for  the  women  that  need  drugs 
this  is  the  only  way  they  have  to...  make  the 
money  to  get  them...  [Prostitution]  is  what 
they  choose  to  do  so  they’ll  keep  on  doing 
it,  and  there  will  be  men  who  keep  picking 


them  up.  But  we’re  trying  to  clean  up  the 
Mission  District  a little  bit,  and  every  little 
bit,  I feel,  does  help. 

NMN:  Do  you  have  much  direct  con- 
tact with  the  women? 

Guillory:  I have  [had  contact]  a couple 
of  times.  I don’t  think  they  even  know  I’m 
a police  officer.  I’m  cordial  to  them  if  they 
want  to  talk  to  me  or  I’ll  talk  to  them  and 
then  I move  on,  but  on  Capp  Street  it’s 
every  woman  for  herself. 

NMN:  Have  any  of  the  johns  ever  got- 
ten violent  with  you? 

Guillory:  No,  everyone  knows  what 
they  have  to  do.  There  hasn’t  been  much 
resisting  at  all;  we  haven’t  had  to  get  physi- 
cal in  any  way.  I know  some 
[policejwomen  have  experiences  where 
things  get  physical  and  people  try  to  take 
off  and  [the  policewomen]  have  to  go 
chase  them. 

NMN:  Would  legalizing  drugs  or  pros- 
titution change  things? 

Guillory:  Personally,  1 don’t  think 
legalizing  heroin  would  be  the  answer. 
There’s  always  something  else  that 
women  need,  and  so  [following  that  pat- 
tern] would  [mean]  legalizing  something 
else  after  that.  As  far  as  legalizing  pros- 
titution, [prostitution]  would  go  on  too 
much  and  if  people  weren’t  safe  about  it, 
it  would  really  harm  them,  with  AIDS  and 
everything. 

NMN:  How  do  feel  about  the  work  you 
are  doing? 

Guillory:  I’m  hoping  that  it  will  make 
a difference. 
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What  fate  city  real  estate? 


Mayor  Willie  Brown  has  created  a task 
force  that  will  evaluate  city-owned  real 
estate  in  the  Mission  and  determine  which 
properties  will  be  kept,  which  sold,  and 
which  renovated  and  turned  into  multi- 
service centers. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  good  ideas.  A 
half  dozen  agencies  submitted  proposals 
for  the  abandoned  police  station  on 
Valencia  between  22nd  and  23rd  Streets; 
ideas  included  turning  it  into  a homeless 
shelter,  a job  training  facility,  an  urban 
farming  area,  a counseling  center,  and  a 
recreation  building. 

"Rather  than  focus  on  one  building 
and  set  up  a competition  between  good 
proposals,  we  decided  to  spend  a little 
more  time  and  decide  a real  estate 
strategy  for  the  Mission,  where  hopefully 
all  these  plans  can  work  together,"  said 
Mayoral  Special  Assistant  Ana 
Cortez. 

At  a July  8 community  meeting  at 
Bethel  Church,  advocates  for  transform- 
ing the  old  station  elaborated  on  various 
proposals  for  its  use.  By  Mission  stand- 
ards, the  meeting  was  respectful  and 
productive,  even  with  the  usual  chorus  of 
"We  weren’t  informed"  voiced  by  some 
activists  and  agencies.  The  mayor  had 
stated  that  if  the  community  could  agree 
on  a proposal,  he  would  back  it.  (If  the 
Mission  ever  agrees  on  a proposal,  of 
course,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  will 
begin.)  Some  exciting  ideas  came  from 
Dolores  Street  Community  Services,  the 
Day  Laborers  Program,  the  Salvation 


Army,  the  J.S.  Pough  Foundation,  and 
other  groups. 

After  the  meeting,  though,  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW) 
turned  in  an  estimate  for  the  cost  of 
renovating  the  building:  $3.4  million. 

The  old  station’s  biggest  problem  is 
the  roof,  which  leaks  so  badly  that  police 
used  to  keep  dozens  of  buckets  handy  for 
when  it  rained,  according  to  Permit  Of- 
ficer Jim  Ludlow.  "When  we  left,  the  paint 
was  peeling  off  all  the  walls  and  ceilings, 
and  the  basement  was  a mess,"  Ludlow 
said.  With  the  building  needing  extensive 
work,  and  with  there  being  a lack  of  ade- 
quate space  for  worthy  programs,  the 
mayor  assigned  Cortez,  City  Architect 
Gary  Hoy,  Harlan  Kelly  of  the  DPW,  and 
staffers  from  other  departments  to  review 
all  the  city’s  Mission  District  holdings, 
including  the  abandoned  fire  station  and 
some  commercial  property. 

Commercial  Value 

One  option  is  to  sell  the  property  off. 
The  police  station,  which  still  has  a For 
Sale  sign  in  the  window,  has  garnered 
several  offers.  One  potential  buyer,  an 
architect  who  turned  in  a bid  of  around 
$400,000,  addressed  the  community  meet- 
ing. Given  the  cost  of  renovation  and  the 
potential  income  from  sale,  the  city  may 
well  sell  some  properties. 

But  the  Mission  has  other  needs  that 
require  keeping  the  buildings,  say  many 
service  agencies.  A proposal  from  Puertas 
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Abiertas  (Open  Doors),  a coalition  spon- 
sored by  the  Day  Labor  Program,  in- 
cludes the  San  Francisco  Bicycle 
Coalition,  Habitat  for  Humanity  (the 
home-building  group  that  former  presi- 
dent Jimmy  Carter  is  involved  in),  the 
Jamestown  Community  Center,  and  some 
environmental  organizations.  The  idea, 
said  Program  Coordinator  German  Mar- 
tinez, is  "to  bring  communities  together. 
We  were  building  this  coalition  and  draft- 
ing our  proposal  before  the  building  was 
even  abandoned." 

The  Day  Laborers,  currently  located 
in  Franklin  Square  Park  on  Hampshire 
Street,  have  sought  an  indoor  home  for 
five  years.  They  provide  referrals,  educa- 
tion, and  job  training  in  addition  to  run- 
ning the  Dispatch  Center,  a kind  of  day 
labor  union  hall.  "We  really  need  a build- 
ing near  Cesar  Chavez  and  Mission, 
where  the  laborers  go  to  get  hired,"  said 
Martinez. 

Puertas  Abiertas  brought  in  the 
Bicycle  Coalition  because  "they  are  trying 
to  get  bicycles  in  the  city.  Third  world 
countries  traditionally  use  a lot  of  bikes, 
and  they’re  cheap  transportation,"  said 
Martinez.  "We  brought  in  Habitat  for 
Humanity  because  we  want  to  emphasize 
housing  and  home  ownership.  We  in- 
cluded the  green  groups  to  bring  more 
communities  in,  and  because  our  open 
spaces  are  not  being  adequately  used." 

Homeless  Shelter  Farm 

The  proposal  from  Dolores  Street 
Community  Services  (DSCS)  emphasized 
the  need  for  a shelter  catering  to  homeless 
immigrants.  "We  want  to  house  40  to  50  of 
the  city’s  neediest  people  and  provide 
classes  and  counseling  to  help  get  them  off 
the  street,"  said  Director  Esperanza 
Macias.  DSCS  currently  shelters  70  adults 
a night,  but  turns  away  about  80  more. 
DSCS’s  proposal  included  letters  of  sup- 
port from  religious  groups,  businesses, 
and  other  service  providers. 

In  addition  to  the  daytime  services, 
Macias  plans  to  collaborate  with  Fresh 


Start  Farms  to  put  commercial  gardens  on 
the  roof  and  grow  mushrooms  in  the  base- 
ment. Fresh  Start’s  previous  garden,  on 
Divisadero,  employed  10  people,  accord- 
ing to  founder  Ruth  Brinker.  Using  the 
old  police  station  for  urban  farming  could 
provide  part-time  jobs  for  shelter  resi- 
dents. "Nobody  else  wanted  the  roof  or 
the  basement,"  said  Brinker.  "We  can 
probably  coexist  with  any  of  the  other 
proposals." 

The  J.S.  Pough  Foundation,  one  of  the 
few  U.S.  foundations  run  by  African 
Americans,  wants  to  put  a multiservice 
center  on  the  site.  Although  Puertas 
Abiertas  and  DSCS  are  both  soliciting 
outside  donations  for  help  with  remodel- 
ing costs,  the  Pough  Foundation’s 
proposal  includes  more  provider  financial 
input  than  the  others.  The  Salvation  Army 
proposes  to  run  a youth  center  on  the  site, 
while  Liberty  Hill  resident  Hilda 
Bernstein  recommended  that  a commit- 
tee of  providers,  residents,  and  officials 
come  up  with  a multiservice  plan. 

The  shelter  plan  and  the  Puertas 
Abiertas  plan  may  be  the  most  feasible 
ones  for  the  old  police  station  site.  The 
shelter  hours  would  have  to  be  limited, 
but,  said  Martinez  of  the  Day  Laborers 
Program,  "many  of  the  people  DSCS  ser- 
ves at  night,  we  serve  in  the  day." 

Hopefully,  enough  space  and  city 
resources  will  be  found  to  make  more 
than  one  plan  a reality.  Although  the 
property  review  sounds  like  a 
bureaucratic  nightmare,  it  will  be  finished 
by  September,  according  to  Cortez.  (Of 
course,  she  has  20  or  so  other  projects  to 
do  at  the  same  time.) 

For  more  information  on  possible  uses 
for  city-owned  property  in  the  Mission,  or 
to  get  involved  in  any  of  the  valuable 
programs  mentioned,  contact:  Mayoral 
Liaison  Ana  Cortez  (554-6699),  the  Salva- 
tion Army  Mission  Corps  (1156  Valencia, 
648-0260),  Dolores  Street  Community 
Services  (938  Valencia,  282-6209),  the  J.S. 
Pough  Foundation  (439  Guerrero,  664- 
1454),  or  Puertas  Abiertas  (the  Day 
Labor  Program,  252-5375). 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 

Hours:  HHHHI 

M-S  10am-8pm 

Sun  10am-5pm  VISA/MC 


XPCSEI) 

photographic  services 


Custom  Block  & White  Photoflnlshlng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 

(415)487-9906 


SAN  FRANCISCOCA.  94  1 03 

FAX  (41  6)487-9997 


Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 


16th  Street 


Block  Party 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

Stand  at  the  corner  of  16th  Street 
and  Valencia  any  day  or  night  and  note 
the  cross-section  of  humanity  passing 
before  you.  With  its  colorful  mix  of  shop- 
pers, merchants,  hipsters,  loafers,  home 
boys,  homeless  people,  cops,  and  ec- 
centrics, there  is  not  a more  diverse 
corner  in  the  city.  In  fact,  you’d  be  hard 
pressed  to  find  one  within  hundreds  of 
miles. 

In  the  spirit  of  this  diversity,  the 
second  annual  16th  Street  Block  Party 
kicks  off  at  2 p.m.  on  Saturday  August  10 
and  lasts  till  10  p.m.  If  it  is  anything  like 
last  year’s  event,  the  sidewalks  and  busi- 
nesses between  Valencia  to  Guerrero  will 
be  alive  with  the  sights,  sounds,  and  tastes 
that  have  made  this  block  a unique  and 
popular  destination  for  both  Mission  resi- 
dents and  nonresidents  alike.  Like  last 
year,  the  block  party  will  focus  on  the 
area’s  local  diversity  and  multicultural 
funkiness. 

In  contrast  to  the  multitude  of  street 
fairs  that  are  held  in  many  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods  every  summer,  the  16th 
Street  block  party  is  a purely  indigenous, 
grassroots  effort  with  all  the  food  and 
entertainment  flowing  directly  from  the 
residents  and  merchants  of  16th  Street. 
Block  Party  organizer  Rudyard  Wallen  of 
Ti  Couz  stresses  the  theme  of  the  day:  "We 
keep  everything  local.  Merchants  find 
their  own  people  to  perform  and  the  per- 
formers are  right  here  from  the  neighbor- 


hood. Also,  we  don’t  get  involved  with  the 
usual  street  fair  sponsorships,  like  alcohol 
or  tobacco,  for  instance." 

With  the  merchants  providing  all  the 
food  and  selecting  the  talent,  the  diversity 
and  integrity  of  16th  Street  cannot  help 
but  rule  the  day.  Performers  will  populate 
the  sidewalk  throughout  the  afternoon 
and  evening.  Maya  Taqueria,  for  instance, 
will  host  The  Teokuli  Aztec  Dancers. 
Truly  Mediterranean  is  bringing  back  the 
belly  dancers  who  proved  to  be  such  a hit 
at  last  year’s  event. 

Some  of  the  other  scheduled  acts  in- 
clude the  gypsy  musicians  Bohemia,  hip- 
hop  acid  jazz  artists  Tiger  Balm, 
stripped-down  experimental  street  band 
Rube  Waddle,  progressive  jazz  and 
rhythm  meister  Dan  Kane,  pyromaniacal 
sound  artist  Scot  Jenerik,  the  Middle 
Eastern  rhythm-and-blues  group  Black 
Earth  and  Laughing  Child,  techno-in- 
dustrial group  Gravity,  and  the  jazz- 
meets-country  stylings  of  Orson  County 
Lines. 

Flavors  you  can  expect  to  sample  on 
16th  Street  include  Breton  Crepes  at  Ti 
Couz,  tapas  and  Spanish  food  at  Picaro, 
Mexican  treats  at  Maya  Taqueria,  Middle 
Eastern  delights  at  Truly  Mediterranean, 
multi-Asian  cuisine  at  Grandeho’s 
Hibachi,  bagels  at  Katz  and  Thai  fair  from 
Malai  Thai. 

Other  popular  establishments  that  will 
participate  in  the  festivities  include  Mis- 
sion Grounds,  Kilowatt,  and  Dalva,  which 
will  host  a deejayed  dance  marathon. 
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Mural  continued  from  page  one 


rage  is  now  slated  to  become  the  canvas 
for  some  of  the  Mission’s  most  ambitious 
art  projects:  as  soon  as  time  and  resources 
permit,  murals  will  be  placed  on  the 
garage.  The  effort  is  being  spearheaded 
by  Mission  Merchant’s  Association  presi- 
dent Chris  Collins,  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  (which  van- 
quished the  "Duct  Devils  and  now 
operates  the  garage),  the  Neighborhood 
Beautification  Fund,  and  the  San  Francis- 
co Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic. 

"Dream"  honors  human  rights  heroes 
Rigoberta  Menchu  and  Cesar  Chavez,  as 
well  as  the  spirit  of  creativity.  The  colorful 
two-foot  frame  around  the  mural  was 
painted  by  Mission  District  youth  working 
under  the  direction  of  Galleria  de  la 
Raza’s  Edward  Rodriquez. 

Unlike  all  other  Mission  murals, 
"Dream"  is  bolted  to  rather  than  painted 
on  its  wall,  allowing  the  work  to  be  moved 
to  another  location  if  necessary.  The  logis- 
tics involved  in  mounting  the  new  mural 
were  complicated  and  time-consuming, 
but  considering  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  murals  to  be  destroyed  or  painted  over 
when  their  buildings  are  altered  or  change 
ownership,  the  efforts  were  worthwhile. 

For  information  about  planning  the 


Mayor  Brown  and  artist  Ruth  Osawa  un- 
veil "Dream"  Photo  by  Victor  Navarrete 


second  Bartlett  Garage  mural,  call  Mis- 
sion Merchant’s  Association  president 
Chris  Collins  at  641-4924. 


(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


807  Valencia 


You’ll  need  more  than 
and  ink  to  set  that 
si 


•Maximize  the  use  of  your 
Minority/Woman  status 
•Improve  your  marketing 

-Sharpen  your  bid  ^ strateSY 
packaging  skills 
•Enhance  your  network 
of  resources 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 

(415)282-3334 

Can  help  you  Gain  Access  To  Contract  Opportunities 


A service  of  the 

THE  VENDOR  CLEARING  HOUSE 

2601  Mission  Street.  9th  Floor 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 10 


MIKE’S 

2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

IT’S  NOT  JUST  ANOTHER 
CORNER  STORE! 
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GET  PISSED. 


Broaden  your  Vision 


Come  Meet  our  Faculty 


7 pm 


B.A.  Program  Open 


Enroll  now  for  Fall'9 


66  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco 


Aiij  7 • Slide  presentation  on  lire  Day  of  tie  Dead  exhibit  by  artist  and 
instructor,  ^ene'  Yanez.  of  the  New  College  Cultural  Center  production  Class 


Aug  i-  information  on  the  Weekend  College  B.A.  completion  program 
Aug.  21 6 78  • Information  on  our  humanities  programs 


Fully  accrecfited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
Financial  ad  i3  available. 


M® 


fooOjatttaty  of 


31 ZO  16th3+ 
431-4083 


£S  f e Kf  e,plTO 

£ RESTAURANT 


% 


j die  few,  die  onl«j  «5livr<3nf7 

open.  Monldy  ttrv  Saturidjj  LUNCH 

11  * 3:30  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

v esouina  Valencia 

282-8867 


DINNER 
5-11  pm 


The  Food  Bank  Needs  You 


The  San  Francisco  Food  Bank  is  on 
the  verge  of  dramatically  increasing  its 
ability  to  feed  the  hungry  by  building  a 
new,  larger  warehouse  for  food  storage 
and  distribution,  but  they  need  your  help. 
"Alleviating  hunger  improves  the  overall 
health  of  the  community,  and  cities  thrive 
and  prosper,"  said  PG&E  president  and 
CEO  Robert  D.  Glynn,  discussing  the 
planned  expansion  of  the  food  bank.  The 
utility  company  donated  the  land  at  23rd 
Street  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue  upon 
which  the  new  $5  million  warehouse  will 
be  built. 


San  Francisco  Food  Bank  executive 
director  Paul  Ash  said  that  the  new 
Potrero  Hill  facility,  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  February  1997,  "will  double  or 
triple  the  amount  of  food  we  distribute 
annually."  The  new  food  bank  will  have 
55,000  square  feet  of  dry  and  cooled 
storage,  an  expanded  agency  shopping 
area,  and  an  industrial-size  cooler  and 
freezer.  With  $4  million  already  raised, 
the  food  bank  needs  help  from  the  com- 
munity to  come  up  with  the  last  $1  million. 
To  contribute,  contact  the  San  Francisco 
Food  Bank  at  957-1076. 


So  Does 

The  Bone  Marrow  Registry 


After  throwing  a few  bucks  into  the 
food  bank’s  coffers,  round  out  a day  of 
heroism  by  calling  the  Heart  of  America 
Bone  Marrow  Donor  Registry  and  ar- 
range to  donate  a little  marrow. 
Leukemia,  aplastic  anemia,  and  other 
blood  related  diseases  claim  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  people  each  year.  An  in- 
fusion of  marrow  from  a matched  donor 
is  the  only  hope  for  those  afflicted  with 
these  diseases,  and  finding  a perfect 
match,  even  among  relatives,  is  rare.  The 
registry  provides  a list  of  donors,  and  the 

Kids  Need  An 

OK,  there  is  one  more  tiny  thing  you 
can  to  do  to  help.  Coleman  Advocates  for 
Children  and  Youth  has  announced  the 
republication  of  its  popular  guide  to 
volunteer  opportunities  serving  children 
and  youth  in  San  Francisco,  First  Steps  to 
Becoming  a Child  Advocate:  Helpful  Hints 
to  Make  a Difference  and  Volunteer  List- 
ings in  San  Francisco.  The  United  States 
pretty  much  sucks  when  it  comes  to  caring 
for  its  children;  it  ranks  18th  among  in- 
dustrialized nations  in  a bunch  of 


longer  the  list,  the  more  likely  a match  can 
be  found. 

Compatible  donors  often  come  from 
the  same  racial  group.  A lack  of  volun- 
teers from  the  Latino  community  sig- 
nificantly lessens  a Latino/a  patient’s 
chance  of  recovery.  Extracting  marrow  is 
a relatively  simple  procedure,  requiring 
only  a short,  overnight  hospital  stay,  fully 
covered  by  insurance.  Call  1-800-366- 
6711  for  more  information  on  how  to 
register.  Please,  save  a life. 


Advocate  Too 

childcare  categories,  underscoring  the  in- 
credible hardships  endured  by  our 
nation’s  children.  This  guide  lists  175  non- 
profit organizations  offering  a variety  of 
volunteer  opportunities  to  work  with 
children  and  youth.  It  also  includes  a 15- 
page  section  on  how  to  effectively  get  in- 
volved in  the  political  process  in  San 
Francisco  on  behalf  of  children.  Pick  one 
up,  dust  off  those  cleats,  and  step  up  to  bat 
for  kids.  Be  a hero. 


Family  Health  Fiesta 


Now  you  can  relax.  And  what  better 
place  to  let  loose  than  at  the  Family 
Health  Fiesta,  sponsored  by  the  Com- 
munity Health  Network  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco General  Hospital  Violence 
Protection  Task  Force.  The  fiesta  will 
take  place  on  the  front  lawn  of  San  Fran- 
cisco General  Hospital  on  Saturday, 


Creative  Work 

The  Creative  Work  Fund,  a funding 
initiative  launched  in  1994  to  support 
creative  partnerships  between  artists  and 
organizations  in  San  Francisco  and 
Alameda  counties,  has  announced  a 
fourth  round  of  funding  for  visual  arts 
projects.  Grants  have  gone  to  Creativity 
Explored,  Horace  Mann  Academic  Mid- 
dle School,  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers,  and  The  LAB.  Grants  range  in 
size  from  $13,500  to  $32,000.  Projects 


August  10,  from  11  a.m.  to  3 p.m.  Food, 
games,  entertainment,  prizes,  giveaways, 
health  information  and  education,  and 
minor  health  screenings  will  be  available 
- whoa,  it  is  going  to  be  a party.  Bring  the 
family,  get  a spinal  exam,  and  enjoy  the 
warm  summer  sun. 


Fund  Awards 

range  from  painting  murals  inside  the  Red 
Stone  Building  or  the  Precita  Valley  Com- 
munity Center  to  exploring  "mall  culture." 
At  Horace  Mann,  students  will  work  with 
photographers  to  create  wallet-size 
portraits  of  each  student.  For  additional 
information,  contact  Frances  Phillips, 
director  of  the  Creative  Work  Fund,  One 
Lombard  Street,  suite  305,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94111,  398-4474. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 
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Six  Shot  on  Mission  Street 


Relieved  cop  holds  suspect  shortly  after  Mission  Street  shooting.  Photo  by  Dan  Fox 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

On  Friday,  July  26  at  5:55  p.m.,  six 
people  --  five  of  whom  were  innocent  by- 
standers - were  caught  in  the  crossfire  of 
a shootout  on  the  corner  of  Mission  and 
22nd  Streets,  in  front  of  Leeds  Shoe  Store. 
According  to  SFPD  Detective  Dan 
Hance,  the  shootings  were  gang-related. 
Luckily,  none  of  the  six  victims  --  three 
men  and  three  women  ranging  in  age  from 
18  to  49  — were  critically  wounded. 

According  to  Hance,  on  Mission 
Street  between  20th  and  21st  Streets, 
three  young  men  verbally  confronted  a 
fourth  man,  who  pulled  out  a gun,  causing 
the  others  to  retreat  around  the  corner  to 
20th  Street.  Minutes  later  two  of  them 
returned,  one  on  a bike  and  one  with  a 
gun.  They  proceeded  to  track  down  the 
man  who  had  earlier  pulled  his  gun;  the 
same  man  then  turned  and  quickly  fired 


off  six  or  seven  rounds.  The  opposing  gun- 
man fired  two  shots  and  then  ran  away. 

Later  that  evening,  near  20th  and  Lex- 
ington Streets,  police  arrested  the  two 
juveniles  who  confronted  the  first,  lone 
gunman.  The  two  are  16  and  17  years  old; 
one  of  them  is  cooperating  with  the  police. 
The  other  gunman  is  still  at  large. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  29,  a meeting 
was  held  at  the  Mission  Police  Station  to 
help  alleviate  community  fears  surround- 
ing the  shootout  and  gang-related  con- 
cerns. Captain  Al  Casciato  stressed  that 
the  police  and  the  community  are  working 
together  to  stem  gang  violence.  He  gave 
attendees  the  number  of  a 24-hour  hotline 
(558-5462)  that  people  can  call  to  report 
gang  activity  including  gatherings,  graffiti, 
and  gang  cars.  However,  anyone  who  sees 
concealed  narcotics  or  firearms  or  a 
vehicle  that  has  been  used  in  a crime, 
should  call  911. 


http://www.sfrecycle.org 


Receive  free  training  and 
a free  $100  compost  bin. 

Inspire  residents  to  compost  at  home! 

Conducted  by  the  San  Francisco 
League  of  Urban  Gardeners  and 
sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco 
Recycling  Program. 

Son  Francisco 

RECYCLING  Cal1  285  7584  for  more  information 


Learn 
To 
Teach 
Composting! 


Applications  Due  August  23rd 


join06  re 

Get  Your  Recycling 
vjM  and  Waste  Prevention 


Information  at 


Software:  QuarkXPress,  Photoshop,  illustrator.  PageMaker,  FrameMaker, 


FileMaker.  FreeHand.  WordScan.  Acrobat,  Streamline,  Words,  works.  Claris. 


Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 
Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resume 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 


e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


We  feature  the 


Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

693  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 

Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dicj  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  Sl)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 


♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &.  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 
•Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A 


r 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG 


INSPECTION 


FREE 
_ BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


WEEK 


CHANGE 


1 
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Mission  District 

Calendar 


THURSDAY 


Frog  Jumping  Contest  - Well  sort  of,  make 
an  ongami  frog  and  see  how  high  it  can  jump  (I 
bet  not  very).  3PM,  Mission  Branch  Public  Li- 
brary, 2259  24th  St.,  Free,  695-5090 


Hot  Times  - Summer  Choreography  Project  in 
the  city,  Brady  Street  Dance  Center  presents 
Dance  Nifty,  featunng  new  works  and  works  in 
progress  by  both  emerging  and  established  cho- 
reographers, Robert  Moses,  Mae  Chesny,  eg 
8:30PM,  Brady  Street  Dance  Center,  60  Brady 
St.,  $10-$12  - sliding,  558-9355,  Also  Aug  3. 
We  Didn't  Start  the  Fire  - It  always  been  Burn- 
ing Man,  since  the  hippies  been  a yearnin'  clan, 
a kick  off  party  for  Burning  Man,  the  Rainbow- 
People-after-art-school  party  in  the  Nevada 
Desert,  lots  off  weirdness,  be  normal  and  really 
trip  everyone  out.  7PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
FREE,  824-3890 

Bust  Loose  - Join  Cha  Cha  Chilosa  and  her 
colorful  compadres  as  they  tour  the  city  in 
search  of  her  dog  Tito,  transformed  into  Dick 
Del  Grande  and  now  performing  throughout 
the  city;  benefit  for  Tale  Spinner’s  production 
of  Rampage  9:30PM,  The  Mexican  Bus,  Meet 
at  Chevy's  restaurant  on  4th  & Howard,  $25  00, 
431-9962 


SATURDAY 

Free  For  All  - Center  for  the  Arts  and 
Luminarias  (a  new  Latino  based  multicultural 
theatrical  production  company)  will  present  A 
Midsummer  Night’s  Dream,  a site-specific  pro- 
duction, I guess,  adapted  to  make  a point  about 
something  relevant.  6PM,  Yerba  Buena  Gar- 
dens, Third  and  Mission  Sts.,  Free,  641-4369, 
Also  Aug  3,  4, 10, 11, 17, 18. 

Still  Smokin’  - More  Burning  Dude  antics  in  a 
film  and  video  festival  chronicling  the  craziness 
in  the  hot  sun,  artcars,  the  drive-by  shooting 
range,  Big  Foot,  and  much  more  8PM,  ATA, 
992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890 


SUNDAY 

Affirm  Your  Fath  - Violinist  Josepha  Fath,  dari- 
netist  Philip  Fath,  cellist  Victoria  Erlich,  pianist 
David  Saliamonas,  perform  chamber  music  and 
solo  works  by  Beethoven,  Mozart,  Chopin, 
Brahms,  and  Bartok.  3PM,  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.,  $10/$5,  647-6015 

Songs,  Duets,  and  Arias  - By  Mozart,  Strauss, 
Bellini,  and  others  of  their  ilk,  performed  by 
sopranos  Maryam  Mahvi  and  Krista  Wigle,  and 
pianist  Michael  Grossman,  he,  he  7PM,  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.,  $8/$5 


Four  Play  - Comedy,  yes  comedy,  in  the  middle 
of  the  week,  can,  in  the  proper  dosage,  relieve 
tension,  or  provide  an  alternate  outlet  for  your 
ire.  four  men  or  four  women  or  three  men  and 
one  women,  and  so  on,  will  entertain,  don’t 
know  why  8:30PM,  The  Marsh  Theater,  1062 
Valencia  St , $6,  826-5750,  Also  Aug  7, 14,  21 
Pet  Loss  is  Tragic,  Truly  - Really,  nothing 
funny  about  it,  nope,  Dr  Betty  Carmack  will 
moderate  a free  Pet  Loss  Support  Group  for 
grieving  pet  owners,  Render  your  grief  over  and 
done.  7 30PM,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  Free 
554-3000 


Composed  by  Kurt  Bier 
Design  by  Navarrete-Alazon 


for  men  of  all  onentations  answers  your  ques- 
tions about  men's  sex  toys;  butt  plugs,  cock 
nngs,  palms,  pumps,  vibrators,  bed  sheets,  etc 
8PM,  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia  St.,  $5, 
974-8980 

The  Middle  Passage  - Artistic  Director  Brenda 
Way  will  discuss  her  way.  merging  the  ways  of 
choreography  and  composing,  another  way  will 
be  explained  by  a musical  partner,  ways  dem- 
onstrated by  ODC  dancers.  5 30PM,  Commu- 
nity Music  Center,  544  Capp,  Free,  647-6015 
Hop  to  it  - Enter  your  elf  in  a long  jump  con- 
test, ages  5-12,  waming-moderately  entertain- 
ing 3PM,  Mission  Branch  Public  Library,  3359 
24th  St.,  Free  (except  for  side  bets).  695-5090 
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"lodioo  food  CDitb  o Oeu)  f)Ni&de" 
Dinner  WO-KWO  / Daily 


WEDNESDAY 

Toys  for  Boys  - Jack  Davis'  popular  workshop 


J 


THURSDAY 

Soulvation  - Behind  the  Post  Office  presents 
DJs  Aural  B,  George,  and  Roman  with  special 
guest  DJ;  = Funk/Jazz-DJ  Dance  10PM,  The 
Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  St.,  $3, 552-778 8 
Paradox  a Cornin’  Down  - Inner  Limits/Outer 
Bounds  is  an  evening  of  dance,  theater,  music, 
and  improvisation  exploring  the  nature  of  bound- 
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aries  as  a necessary  hindrance  to  intimacy,  pre- 
sented in  conjunction  with  Dancers'  Group/ 
Footwork's  Bread  and  Butter  Series.  8PM,  Luna 
Sea,  2940  16th  St  Aug  8-10,  Dancers’  Group/ 
Footwork,  3221  22nd  St.  Aug  15-17,  $10/$8, 
863-2989  & 824-5044  respectively 


FRIDAY 

The  Eternal  Flame  - Of  Burning  Man  pierces 
our  soul,  we  must  know  more  about  this  unique 
event,  please  let  us  see,  let  us  eat  the  mana 
from  the  base  of  the  alternative  alter,  more  burn- 
ing man  stuff.  8PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5, 
824-3890. 

Rampage  - Tale  Spinner's  Theater  Company 
presents  the  premiere  of  Richard  Talavera’s 
Rampage,  the  humorous  rantings  of  a “wanna’ 
be"  Chicano  in  an  imaginary  world  of  pornogra- 
phy, two  brothers  enter  the  skin  trade  in  an 
AFTA  NAFTA  Mexican  Hotel  9PM,  The  Red 
Brick  Building,  2940 16th  St.,  $6-$10, 431-2221, 
Thru  Sep  6. 

10 

SATURDAY 

Stop,  Drop,  and  Roll  - And  get  it  over  with, 
the  final  installment  of  the  Burning  Man  video 
and  film  festival,  craziness  et  al  8PM,  ATA, 
992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890. 

I’m  Outta’  Here  - The  AmeRican  CitiZeNs' 
TheatRE  proudly  presents  Exit  the  King  by  Eu- 
gene Ionesco,  a comic,  compelling,  and  ulti- 
mately moving  exploration  of  man’s  struggle 
with  mortality,  easy  stuff.  8PM  Fn-Sat,  7PM  Sun, 
American  Citizens'  Theatre,  362  Capp  St. . $7- 
$10,  664-7014. 

12  ^ 

MONDAY 

Oops  - BayCare  Medical  Group  and  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  will  sponsor  a seminar  titled  “Urinary 
Changes  are  Part  of  Aging,"  learn  how  the  uri- 
nary system  changes  as  we  age,  what  condi- 
tions are  common  and  how  to  cope  with  these 
problems.  10AM,  1390  Market  St.,  Ste.  710, 
Free,  437-4333. 


4 


WEDNESDAY 

Brown  - Listen  to  Margarey  Sloan-Hunter  read 
from  her  first  published  collection  of  poetry, 
Black  and  Lavender,  there  will  be  no  snacks  or 
coffee  7PM,  Glen  Park  Books,  2788  Diamond, 
Free,  586-3733. 

Coffee  and  Cigarettes  - Vocalist  Linda  Tillery 
and  pianist  Teryl  Saunders  perform  My  Favor- 
ite Things,  jazz,  soul,  blues,  and  pop  selec- 
tions from  the  duo’s  latest  show.  Reception  to 
follow.  5 30PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St.,  Free,  647-6015. 

Going  Postal  - Homicide  is  the  #1  cause  of 
death  for  American  women,  and  the  second 
leading  cause  of  death  on  the  job  for  men; 
Rage,  a work  in  progress,  explores  the  inter- 
sections of  class,  race,  and  gender  in  today's 
workforce  8:30PM,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
St.,  $6,  826-7570. 


1_5 cfy 

THURSDAY  ^ 

And  then  We’ll  Eat  Him!!  - The  Summer 
Reading  Finale  party  with  a magic/juggling 
show,  featuring  Jay  the  Juggler.  8:30AM,  Mis- 
sion Branch  Public  Library,  3359  24th  St.,  Free, 
695-5090 


Dry  Comedy  - Storm,  from  the  rock  group 
Flower  S.F.,  and  a musical  score  by  Dana  Colly 
of  the  group  Morphine  enliven  A Holy  Promise 
by  Teddi  Dean  Bennet,  chronicling  a young 
man's  hitchhiking  journey  through  the  Nevada 
desert  in  search  of  his  brother  and  purpose. 
8PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890. 
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SATURDAY 


Graphic  Parts  - Bizarre,  extreme,  and  forbid- 
den feature  film  clips,  shorts,  and  trailers  detail 
domination,  submission,  abduction,  revenge, 
death  cults,  sexual  psychosis,  brutality,  and 
much  more  in  this  orgy  of  over-the-top  XXX 
cinema  8PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5  (Chil- 
dren under  7 free),  824-3890. 


Pussy  Whipped?  - Cat  behavior  specialist  Kate 
Gamble  conducts  this  monthly  seminar  on  kitty 
behavior;  she  explains  how  to  solve  common 
cat  problems,  like  acknowledging  their  owners, 
and  answers  questions.  11AM,  SFSPCA,  2500 
16th  St.,  $1 0/$5  if  adopted,  554-3000 


18 

SUNDAY 


* 4 I Ik 


Truly  Otello  - The  Opera  Ensemble  of  San 
Francisco  perform  the  opera  Otello  by  Verdi, 
semi-staged  and  directed  by  Monroe  Kanouse, 
featuring  Fredenck  Winthrop,  Dvora  Djoraev, 
and  others.  2PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St.,  $10/$5.  647-6015 

21 

WEDNESDAY 

No,  Honey,  You  Were  Great,  Really  - Don't 
be  fooled,  instead  be  educated  at  this  work- 
shop covering  useful  techniques  for  pleasuring 
a woman,  including  touching,  pleasuring  all  the 
senses,  and,  yes,  communicating  about  sex. 
8PM,  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia  St., $20 
pre-registration  required,  974-8980. 


22 

THURSDAY 


AFRO  SOLO  - The  3rd  annual  SF  Afncan- 
American  Solo  Performance  Festival  features 
12  local  artists  singing,  dancing,  reading,  and 
performing,  a potpourn  of  styles  and  forms, 
hosted  by  Dick  Gregory,  comic  and  health  gum. 
Various  Times,  ODC  Performance  Gallery,  3153 
17th  St.,  $12  per  performance,  621-7797  for 
times  and  performers.  , 

23  -(&- 

FRIDAY  —TV 

Fundamental  Knowledge  - Two  widely  ac- 
claimed documentaries  from  New  York  video 
artist  Jayce  Salloum  break  new  ground  in  the 
complex  genre  of  journalist  documentaries  ex- 
ploring the  relationship  between  Hezbollah  and 
the  Israeli  occupation  of  Lebanon  8PM,  ATA, 
992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890 


Regal  Legal  - Composer  John  Beeman  pre- 
sents his  new  opera  Law  Office,  the  proper 
venue  for  this  noble  profession,  plus  a new 
vocal  work  by  Carolyn  Hawley.  8PM,  Commu- 
nity Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.,  $8/$5,  647- 
6015 


SATURDAY 


!j 


Nice  People  - Radical  Women  that  is.  In  cel- 
ebration of  Women’s  Rights  Day  they  will  host 
a panel  of  unionists  who  honor  yet  want  to  go 
beyond  the  hard-won  victories  of  getting  the 
vote,  come  listen  to  women  on  the  front  lines 
of  today's  continuing  struggle  for  equality  8PM 
(6:30PM  dinner),  Valencia  Hall,  523-A  Valencia 
St.,  $3-$5  ($8  dinner),  864-1278. 


Animal  Dreams  - Be  a hero  to  a small,  furry 
creature  by  volunteenng  for  one  of  the  many 
important  positions  at  the  SFSPCA;  cat  social- 
izes, dog  walkers,  adoption  counselors,  pooper 
scoopers,  and  surgeons  among  others  10AM, 
SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  Free,  554-3087 
Dewald  According  To  - Erich,  who  curates 
this  evening's  selection  of  films  entered  into 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival,  a bunch  of 
fun  stuff  most  of  us  never  had  a chance  to 
see.  8PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5,  824-3890. 


MONDAY 

Up  From  the  Gutter  - The  Acton  Street  Band, 
Martha  Stoddard  and  her  crew,  perform  in  a 
recital  of  chamber  music  for  woodwinds  featur- 
ing works  by  Barber,  Jacques  Ibert,  R Strauss- 
Carp  and  Glinka.  3PM,  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter, 544  Capp  St.,  By  donation,  647-6015. 


27 


TUESDAY 

Be  a Drag  - Or  at  least  dress  in  it  when  you 
meet  erotic  writer  and  Circlet  Press  publisher 
Cecilia  Tan  and  fellow  contributors  to  two  new 
books  on  fetish  and  gender  bending,  seen 
through  the  futunstic  lens  of  science  fiction. 
8PM,  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia  St.,  Free, 
974-8980. 

29 

THURSDAY 

Balancing  Act  - Written  by  Diane  Amos  and 
James  Medellin,  the  stand  up  comedian  and 
actress  tells  her  unique,  poignant  and  bless- 


edly funny  story  of  being  raised  in  a household 
with  lesbian  mothers-one  Afncan-Amencan  and 
one  Jewish,  preview  8:30PM,  Thur-Sun,  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St,  $8-$12  preview  per- 
formances and  Thursdays,  $15,  Thru  Sep  21 


30 

FRIDAY 

Locals  Only  - Laugh  the  night  away  at  films 
made  by  friendly  filmmakers,  staring  their 
friends,  watched  by  their  fnends,  independent 
films  of  the  highest  quality  8PM,  ATA,  992 
Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890 

31  

SATURDAY 

Cinema  Bicicletta  - In  honor  of  the  Cycle  Mes- 
senger World  Championships,  come  see  a bi- 
zarre collection  of  bicycle  related  matenals-films 
made  by  local  artists  and  obscure  film  finds 
8PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St,  $5,  824-3890 


on... 

ONGOING 

Broken  Hearts  - At  SF  Games,  play  card 
games  and  board  games  each  week,  no  expe- 
rience needed,  non-competitive;  spades,  hearts, 
scrabble,  etc ; come,  be  a winner,  get  lucky. 
7.30PM  every  Wednesday,  Muddy’s  Coffee- 
house, 1304  Valencia  St.,  679-3680 
Hey,  Look!  Another  - Go  on  a mural  walk 
through  the  mission  lead  by  a experienced  mo- 
ralists. participants  view  over  70  murals  in  an 
eight-block  walk,  an  introductory  slide  show  pre- 
sents the  history  and  process  of  mural  art 
1 30PM  every  Saturday,  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center,  348  Precita  Ave.,  $4/$3/$1,  285-2287 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 


n 


TYPESETTING  • DESIGN 


RINTING 


Invoices  ♦ Flyers  • Logos  • Letterheads  Special  Rates  for  ^on- Profits 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
1 Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders  pfj  • (415)  826-6700 

| 1 009 Valencia  Si.,  SF  Fx:  (415)  826-6701 

I SPECIAL  OFFER  WITH  THIS  AD:  Bu)  500  Business  Cards,  Get  WOO! 

COUPON  EXPIRES  103036  | 


0° 


So°<y, 


% 


o-coaz- 


^ 415*25«CREPE. 

CP  <> 

% , , 

Afreet 


c? 


Come  On  c}n! 


PAC.F  14  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  AUGUST  1996 


Column 


by  Willie  L.  Brown  Jr 


Da  Budget 


It’s  easy  to  become  complacent  in 
this  most  beautiful  of  American  cities.  San 
Francisco’s  stunning  physical  attributes, 
its  cultural  diversity  and  tolerance,  its 
educated  and  entrepreneurial  workforce, 
and  its  strong  commitment  to  social  jus- 
tice all  mean  we  sometimes  believe  the 
world  is  our  oyster. 

But  at  the  two-day  Economic  Summit 
I convened  in  April,  San  Francisco  took  a 
good  hard  look  at  its  economic  future.  We 
found  great  opportunities  and  great  chal- 
lenges. We  also  found  we  have  much  work 
to  do. 

The  summit  brought  together  groups 
and  factions  that  in  the  past  have  found 
little  to  say  to  one  another.  Business 
leaders  from  major  corporations,  small 
neighborhood  businesses,  national  and 
local  labor  leaders,  presidential  cabinet 
members,  academics,  economists,  ac- 
tivists, and  informed  citizens  all  came  to 
the  table.  They  found  common  ground  for 
future  dialogue. 

The  event  began  with  a tone  of  op- 
timism. The  AFL-CIO  Housing  Invest- 
ment Trust  announced  it  would  invest 
$100  million  in  three  housing  and  com- 
mercial developments  in  San  Francisco. 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
Secretary  Henry  Cisneros  announced  a 
$4.5  million  grant  for  a nine-story  affor- 
dable-housing apartment  building  next  to 
Glide  Memorial  Church  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

And  our  speakers  kept  coming  back  to 
three  key  elements  that  are  necessary  to 
foster  a strong  economy:  1)  a high  quality 


of  life  for  residents  and  visitors,  2)  a syner- 
gy between  large  and  small  businesses, 
and  3)  an  economic  strategy  that  plays  to 
our  strengths. 

Together  we  can  accomplish  these 
things.  But  talk  without  action  is 
counterproductive.  Now  is  the  time  to 
gather  the  ideas,  advice,  challenges,  and 
opportunities  that  emerged  from  the 
Economic  Summit  and  put  them  to  prac- 
tical use. 

To  that  end,  I am  introducing  a five- 
point  action  plan,  which  I believe  we  must 
implement  immediately  in  order  to  build 
a vibrant,  inclusive  economy  for  all  San 
Franciscans: 

1)  Streamline  Regulatory  Processes 

In  order  to  improve  efficiency  and 

build  a strong  relationship  between  the 
public  and  private  sectors,  I plan  to  create 
a new  Office  of  Economic  Development 
that  will  coordinate  and  consolidate  all 
economic  development  functions  into  a 
single,  central  effort.  I will  appoint  an 
"economic  czar"  to  head  this  new  office,  a 
person  with  extensive  experience  and 
respect  in  the  business  community.  One  of 
the  director’s  main  jobs  will  be  to  develop 
a business  retention  plan  and  a more  cus- 
tomer-friendly planning  and  building  in- 
spection process. 

2)  Promote  Small  Businesses 

I have  recently  sworn  in  a new  Small 
Business  Advisory  Commission  that 
reflects  the  diversity  of  small  businesses  in 
San  Francisco,  and  I will  soon  appoint  a 
liaison  from  the  Mayor’s  Office  to  assist 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 
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BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-820. 


the  commission  in  achieving  three  goals: 

1)  creating  a small  business  service  center, 

2)  creating  a small  business  capital  fund, 
and  3)  reforming  city  purchasing  proce- 
dures so  that  local  firms  will  have  an  ad- 
vantage in  bidding  for  city  contracts. 

3)  Stimulate  Construction  of  Affor- 
dable Housing 

I want  to  attract  investment  funds  to 
San  Francisco  for  the  development  of  af- 
fordable and  market-rate  housing,  which 
is  a major  building  block  to  a healthy 
economy.  To  that  end,  I have  placed  on 
the  November  ballot  a bond  measure  that 
will  provide  $100  million  for  affordable 
housing.  If  passed  by  the  voters,  the  AFL- 
CIO  National  Housing  Trust  and  some 
major  banks  have  indicated  a willingness 
to  match  all  low-interest  loans  coming 
from  that  bond.  A portion  of  these  funds 
will  also  be  used  to  help  San  Francisco 
firefighters,  police  officers,  and  teachers 
purchase  their  homes  in  the  city. 

4)  Stimulate  Growth  Among  Current 
Businesses  and  Encourage  New 
Enterprises 

We  will  tap  into  the  wealth  of  brain- 
power of  our  citizens  and  retain  existing 


jobs  while  creating  new  ones  by  identify- 
ing growth  industries  such  as  multimedia, 
bioscience,  movie  making,  and  advanced 
technology,  and  by  identifying  new  busi- 
ness development  sites  such  as  Treasure 
Island,  the  Presidio,  and  the  Hunters 
Point  Naval  Shipyard.  We  will  also  take  a 
look  at  creating  special  enterprise  zones, 
and  we  will  study  demonstration  projects 
in  other  communities. 

5)  Coordinate  Job  Training  and  Job 
Placement 

To  consolidate  job  placement  and 
training  programs,  I propose  the  creation 
of  a single  clearinghouse  for  the  wide 
array  of  services  available.  I will  direct  the 
departments  of  Human  Services  and 
Public  Health;  the  Redevelopment  Agen- 
cy; the  Mayor’s  Offices  of  Community 
Development  and  Children,  Youth,  and 
Families;  and  the  Private  Industry  Coun- 
cil to  consolidate  all  their  separately 
funded  and  administered  job  training  and 
placement  programs  into  a single  one- 
stop  facility.  I will  also  create  a city 
employee  retraining  program  that  will 
allow  our  city  workers  to  more  easily  move 
into  new  assignments  when  current  ones 
become  obsolete. 
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'.OWING 


WHY  GO 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE!!? 

Top  quality  & 
Name  brand 
items  at 
closeout  prices 


ii  NOHAYPOR 
QUE  IR  DE 
COMPRAS  A 
OTRAST1ENDAS !! 


i i Tenemostodo 
de  Calidad. 
DePredoBajo!! 


SPECIAL 

SECTION 

FOR 

FULL& 

FULLER 

FIGURED 

WOMEN 

DRESSES  & 
PANTS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  52 

UNDER- 
GARMETS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  64 


Open  7 Days  A Week:  10:00  A.M  to  7:00  P.M 

(415)  206-0995 
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The  Big  C to  Sea  lour 


Almost  Halfway  to  the  Big  Apple 


Our  intrepid  correspondent. 


by  Mary  Brown 

(faxed  from  the  La  Junta,  Colorado  Police 
Station) 

My  bicycle  ride  across  America  is  only 
halfway  over,  but  already  I dread  the  end 
of  this  trip.  I’ve  gotten  used  to  seeing  the 
world  framed  by  my  bike’s  handlebars, 
and  I’ve  grown  to  love  that  funny  feeling 
of  unfamiliarity  with  everything  and 
everyone. 

Although  the  focus  of  the  Big  C to  Sea 
Tour  across  the  country  is  to  advocate  for 
and  organize  with  young  adults  who  have 
cancer,  I feel  strangely  detached  from  and 
slightly  ambivalent  about  the  current  state 
of  my  own  cancer.  There  is  still  a 
grapefruit-size  mass  in  my  chest  that 
restricts  my  breathing  and  keeps  me  from 


going  any  faster  than  a steady  plod,  but 
I’ve  really  never  felt  stronger  or  healthier 
in  my  life. 

When  I first  pedaled  out  of  San  Fran- 
cisco two  months  ago  it  was  the  first  time 
I had  been  truly  alone  since  my  diagnosis 
of  cancer  in  November  of  1994.  At  fist  I 
was  extremely  paranoid  camping  by 
myself.  At  night  I’d  gather  an  impressive 
arsenal  of  sharp  rocks  and  sticks  in  the 
front  of  my  tent  to  be  used  against  any 
possible  attack.  I was  even  afraid  of  get- 
ting attacked  by  a cow. 

But  the  worst  things  that  have  hap- 
pened are  getting  punched  in  the  leg  by  a 
double-amputee  in  a wheelchair,  getting 
flipped  off  by  a truck-driving  cowboy,  and 
getting  honked  at  by  a truck  with  a David 


MODERN 


• Parts 

• Accessories 

• Rentals 

• Shipping 

• Boxing 

All  Major 
Credit  Cards  & 
Checks  Welcome 


We 
Repair 
All  Models 

• Mountain 

• Racing 
• Hybrids 

• Childs 
• BMX 


2975  Mission  SI.  (Btwn  25th  & 26th ) 
San  Francisco,  94110  824-5450 

OPEN  1 OAM  . 6PM  I 7 DAYS  A WEEK 


THE  LOWEST  PRICES  ON  REPAIRS 

V -800-690-BIKE 


Duke  bumper  sticker.  (There  seem  to  be 
quite  a few  Nazis  and  cowboys  in 
Colorado.)  In  fact,  the  only  genuinely  ter- 
rifying night  I had  was  during  my  first 
lightening  storm  at  a campground  in 
southern  Utah.  Lightning  bolts  struck 
every  few  seconds,  and  the  thunder  be- 
came one  continuous  roar.  The  air  felt 
electric.  After  much  terror  and  little 
deliberation,  I ran  from  the  tent  in  my 
underwear  to  the  outhouse,  where  I 
crouched  on  top  of  a plastic  toilet  for  half 
an  hour  half  expecting  to  be  struck,  wish- 
ing I could  die  with  more  dignity. 

Another  scary  thing  about  Utah  is  that 
it’s  filled  with  tiny  towns  populated  by 
exceedingly  clean  but  not-so-friendly 
Mormons.  I felt  there  was  a large  P (for 
Pagan)  branded  on  my  forehead.  On  the 
bright  side,  Southern  Utah  was  lacking  in 
the  chain  stores  and  fast  food  outlets  that 
choke  so  much  of  America. 

There  were,  however,  a shockingly 
high  number  of  souvenir  shops  that  fea- 
tured "authentic  Indian  artifacts,"  along 
with  neon-pink  rabbits’  feet,  Daniel 
Boone  coonskin  caps,  plastic  Indian 
figurines,  fake  scalps,  and  framed  scor- 
pions. Perhaps  the  most  impressive 
souvenir  for  sale  was  a taxidermically 
stuffed  jackrabbit  sporting  antelope 


horns  and  chicken  legs.  And  of  course 
there  were  the  charming  life-size  Indian 
dolls,  which  looked  a lot  like  corpses,  that 
were  placed  outside  of  most  of  these 
shops. 

A few  nights  ago  I went  to  my  first 
rodeo  out  here  in  eastern  Colorado 
(which  is  really  just  another  way  of  saying 
western  Kansas).  I was  practically  the  only 
female  without  a sash  and  title,  and  I was 
definitely  the  only  one  not  wearing  tight 
jeans  and  a poofy,  glittery  blouse.  It  was 
here  that  I discovered  the  target  market 
for  Wrangler  jeans. 

A rodeo  is  no  picnic  for  the  animals 
involved,  but  I must  admit  that  I kind  of 
enjoyed  goat-tying,  cow-wrestling,  and 
general  hooting  and  hollering.  I especially 
liked  the  bull  riding  because  it’s  one  of  the 
few  macho  sports  involving  animals  in 
which  the  animal  usually  wins.  I also  felt  a 
strong  kinship  with  the  cowgirls,  whose 
rumps  are  probably  as  sore  as  mine  is. 

This  bike  ride  is  an  amazing  ex- 
perience for  me  on  a personal  level,  but 
I’ve  also  received  a tremendous  response 
from  the  cancer  communities  I’ve  visited. 
It’s  clear  that  younger  people  with  a can- 
cer history  need  and  want  the  support  of 
their  peers,  and  I am  excited  to  be  part  of 
this  emerging  community. 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 


3147  16th  St. 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 
Sat  7 to  5 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-912 


606  Mission  St.  @2nd 
M-F  6am  to  6pm 
Phone  512- 1570 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/ BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


Education, Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs),  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Educadon,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Iniual  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/ Bay  Area!  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 

rrsi  mink  of  canton 

IfM  OF  CflUFORNlfl 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m 1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  pracuces,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


1=1 


LENDER 


PAC.E  16  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  AUGUST  1996 


In  Another  Country 

Sushi  Station  Still  Special 


Hiroki,  right,  and  Koichi,  left,  with  friend  and  co-worker.  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin. 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission  may  be  a rapidly  chang- 
ing neighborhood,  but  some  of  its  more 
delightful  old  haunts  are  still  with  us. 
Despite  the  passage  of  time  and  oc- 
casional changes  in  management,  they 
retain  their  special  Mission  cosmopolitan 
cachet  and  local  character. 

Case  in  point:  Country  Station,  our 
longest  running  sushi  venue.  Although  in 
1995  the  Bay  Guardian  gave  Country  Sta- 
tion "The  Best  Place  to  Eat  Sushi  While 
Listening  to  Country  Music"  honors  in  its 
"Best  of  the  Bay"  awarding  blitz,  I recall 
heaing  country  music  played  there  only 
rarely.  The  former  chef  did  wear  a cow- 
boy hat,  but  that  was  about  it. 

When  I asked  new  owner  Hiroko 
Tamano  why  the  restaurant  seemed  to 
play  only  rock  and  roll  she  explained, 
"After  the  Beatles,  the  world  had  only  one 
country,  and  that  country  was  rock  and 
roll."  I guess  I’ll  settle  for  that,  but  maybe 
Hiroko  was  putting  me  on. 

The  chairs  and  stools  in  the  place  all 
bear  the  names  of  the  very  first  customers. 
When  they  were  first  inscribed  some  years 
back,  I had  been  delighted  to  find  one 
labeled  "Victor."  But  the  previous  owners 
insisted  it  had  been  named  for  another 
Victor.  Deeply  offended,  I tried  to  dis- 
cover my  namesake’s  identity,  but  my 
hosts  became  vague  when  closely  ques- 
tioned. For  years  I showed  up  at  Country 
Station  at  odd  intervals  hoping  to  catch 
the  usurper  and,  you  know,  exact  justice, 
but  to  no  avail.  Perhaps  my  sushi  stool 
doppleganger  was  a myth.  Maybe  the  rock 
and  roll  explanation  was  whimsy,  but  just 
as  love  without  mystery  is  paired  tedium, 
dining  out  without  mystery  is  merely 
MacDonald’s. 

Both  Hiroko  and  her  husband  Koichi, 
Country  Station’s  chef,  have  toured  the 
world  for  the  past  17  years  performing 
with  their  own  Butoh  company.  They’ve 
won  awards  (some  of  which  adorn  the 


restaurant’s  walls),  and  have  taught  Butoh 
workshops  on  college  campuses,  and  will 
be  playing  at  the  Yerba  Buena  Center  for 
the  Arts  in  January.  On  a recent  visit  to 
Country  Station,  Hiroko  played  me  a 
videotape  of  the  couple’s  Oberlin  College 
session.  Butoh  is  a very  theatrical  variety 
of  dance  characterized  by  exaggerated 
body  motion  and  an  intensely  gothic,  dark 
emotionalism.  It  is  a very  serious  under- 
taking; Wagner  would  have  loved  it. 

On  the  brighter  side,  one  of  the  finer 
points  of  Country  Station  is  its  frolicsome 
atmosphere.  With  its  blinking  Christmas 
tree  lights,  dangling  papercuttings,  eclec- 
tic book  collection  (subjects  included  Dil- 
bert  and  the  Blackfoot  Indians),  wedding 
photos  pressed  beneath  a glass  table  top, 
quirky  collages  placed  inside  some  of  the 
menus,  and,  through  a half-opened  Dutch 
door,  sunlight  pouring  in  and  all  the 
Praetorian  guard  of  the  Mission’s  multi- 
cultural strangeness  floating  by,  surely 
this  is  Lewis  Carroll.  The  Butoh  video 
continued  to  unfold  on  the  screen;  the  two 


atmospheres  gleefully  coexisted.  The 
resolution  of  this  conundrum  eluded  me, 
but  it  was  time  to  eat. 

For  the  straight-on  sushi  experience 
try  Country  Station’s  combo  ($9.50).  It 
includes  tuna,  shrimp,  mackerel,  squid, 
octopus,  and  egg  and  tuna/cucumber 
rolls. 

The  fish  is  all  very  fresh  and  tasty,  but 
a word  of  caution:  Country  Station’s  rolls 
already  have  a bit  of  wasabi  in  them.  So 
when  you’re  mixing  up  that  green  hot  stuff 
with  the  soy  sauce,  be  conservative  in 
dosage  or  you’ll  firestorm  every  sinus 
cavity  in  your  head.  Then  again,  this  is  an 
experience  some  folks  will  seek  out.  My 
dinner  companion  resolved  the  wasabi 
problem  with  what  she  called  the  "Moun- 
tain Meets  the  Sea"  technique:  plopping 
down  a big  glob  of  wasabi  on  the  edge  of 
a pool  of  soy  sauce  in  the  mixing  saucer 
and  then  gradually  blending  the  mixture 
as  each  piece  of  sushi  is  consumed.  I was 
properly  horrified  at  the  blobby  mess  and 
insisted  that  the  wasabi  be  stirred  in  all  at 


once,  creating  a dark  greenish  liquid  into 
which  each  sushi  selection  is  lightly 
dunked.  For  this  I was  accused  of  being  a 
"wasabi  wimp."  For  a slightly  more  exotic 
treat,  try  the  sea  urchin  and  quail  egg  roll 
($3.55).  And  be  sure  to  order  a salad 
made  from  the  mixed  greens  of  the  Kona 
Kai  Fresh  Farms  in  Berkeley(l).  It’s  very 
light  and  offers  a nice  change  from  usual 
the  boring  lettuce,  lettuce,  lettuce  offer- 
ings at  most  restaurants. 

The  cooked  dishes  we  tried  were  all 
excellent.  The  vegetable  tempura  ($6.00) 
was  crisp  and  delicious  and  was  arranged, 
I thought,  to  look  like  the  alien  in  Inde- 
pendence Day,  but  that  observation  may 
have  been  the  result  of  too  much  hot  sake. 
We  also  ordered  some  udon  (thick  noodle 
soup)  of  the  chicken  kara  age  persuasion 
($6.25),  which  means  deep-fried  chicken. 
We  were  alarmed  at  the  deep-fry  aspect, 
but  Hiroko  very  good  naturedly  agreed  to 
substitute  boiled  chicken,  which  proved  to 
be  tender,  plentiful,  and  delicious  when 
enhanced  with  hot  pepper.  The  chicken 
teriyaki  ($7.50)  is  also  very  good  and 
comes  with  salad  and  miso  soup  stock.  If 
you’re  into  it,  there’s  always  room  for  that 
palatine  change  of  pace  at  the  meal’s  end: 
cool,  minty,  green-tea  ice  cream  ($2.50). 

All  the  chicken  selections  at  Country 
Station  are  organic  Magnani  Farms 
products,  and  the  rest  of  menu  is  based  on 
filtered  water,  kelp  soup  stock,  and  brown 
sugar. 

Country  Station  is  a very  warm  and 
charming  place,  which  is  beautifully 
reflected  by  the  prayer  on  the  cover  of  its 
menu:  Thank  you  Mother  Earth/ 1 accept 
and  adopt  your  gifts/  Your  gifts  will  thrive 
through  my  body." 

Country  Station  is  located  at  2140  Mis- 
sion, near  17th  Street.  It’s  open  Tuesday 
through  Saturday  for  lunch  12  to  2:30  and 
for  dinner  Tuesday  - Thursday  5 to  10, 
FridayandSaturday5toll.  Call861-0972 
for  information  and  catering. 


G & i Name  Brand 


Wholesale  * Retail » Discounts  on  All  Items 

BUSINESS  HOURS  ARE  9:00  AM.  TO  6:30  P.M.  • OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


Special  on 
Curtains 

$Q95 


2-Piece 

Bedspreads 

$199S 


Fashion  Print 
Blankets 

Twin  or  Full 

$6.95 


Comforter  Set 

Starts  at  Low  Price 


$3495 

T°W  2 tor  $5°° 


2487  Mission  St. 

(btwn  20th  & 21st) 


Comforters 

Prices  Start  at  9 95 

POWER  RANGER*  BARNEY 
LION  KING*  MICKEY  MOUSE 


(415) 

821-4241 


• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $7.00 

HOI  RS  Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  to  9:30  PAl. 

OPEN:  Frlda>  thru  Saturday:  11:00  A.M.  - 10:00  PM. 


3515  20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 110 


Free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 




■All  You  Can  Eat  Buffet  $4.75 

I Every  Day  11  to  3 


I 

I 

I 


'^J»  our  HUGE  SHOWROOM  to#  fhe  large*! 
•etacfton  of  Bicycle*,  Part*  It  Acce**orte*lTs.F ' 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

KfmML  MMSHua 
TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAUENC/A  crciffiy  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  -4  Sunday 
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Segovia’s:  A Marriage  for  the  Mission 

Nonprofit  and  for-profit  partnership  prospers 


At  the  festive  grand  opening.  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin. 


by  Eileen  Noonkester 

atrons  who  enjoy  a great  meal  at 
Segovia’s  (formerly  the  Cola  Cabana) 
contribute  directly  to  Centro  Latino  de 
San  Francisco,  a service  organization  that 
has  helped  the  Mission  for  25  years.  The 
non-profit  organization  has  formed  a 
business  partnership  with  Dr.  Robert 
Ceniceros,  a local  dentist  who  owns 
Segovia’s  and  the  Andora  Inn.  Ceniceros 
has  carved  out  this  piece  of  the  Mission, 
near  22nd  Street,  as  an  up-and-coming 
part  of  the  neighborhood.  The  Centro 
Latino  has  arrived  just  in  time  for 
Ceniceros  to  continue  his  vision. 

It  was  only  last  April  that  The  New 
Mission  News  reported  that  Ceniceros 
was  about  to  lose  his  life  savings  over  the 
Andora  Inn  and  Cola  Cabana  business 
ventures.  The  Andora  Inn  is  a hotel  above 
Segovia’s,  and  the  Cola  Cabana  is  the  bar 
inside  it.  Both  have  been  attracting  cus- 
tomers, but  despite  Ceniceros’s  having 
put  over  a million  dollars  into  renovations 
over  the  years  and  creating  what  Mayor 
Willie  Brown  has  labeled  "The  jewel  of  the 
Mission,"  the  good  doctor  wasn’t  getting 
the  crucial  night-time  business  for  the  res- 
taurant, and  he  was  forced  to  close. 

Although  Mission  cafes,  thrift  stores, 
and  bars  enjoy  the  financial  benefits  of 
local  post-collegiate  types  doing  "the 
Valencia  Street  crawl,"  restaurants  have  a 
more  difficult  time  attracting  new  cus- 
tomers. 

The  Centro  Latino,  meanwhile,  adds 
running  Segovia’s  to  their  long  list  of  on- 
going programs  and  projects.  Among  the 
main  services  provided  by  Centro  Latino 
are  nutrition  programs  for  seniors.  These 
programs  offer  low-cost  lunches,  served 
at  Centro’s  headquarters  at  15th  and 
Julian,  and  nutrition  classes.  The  nutrition 
programs  also  provide  a "meals-on- 
wheels"  service,  in  which  meals  are 
brought  to  people  who  are  unable  to  leave 
their  homes. 


Centro  Latino  also  prepares  legal  resi- 
dents for  their  citizenship  test  and  assists 
with  the  INS  application  process.  A third 
project,  Escuela  del  Pueblo,  provides 
tutors  during  the  school  year  for  high 
school  students  who  are  having  trouble 
with  core  courses  like  math,  English,  and 
history. 

With  the  addition  of  Segovia’s,  the 
center  plans  to  create  a small  culinary 
school  with  about  10  students  who  will  use 
the  restaurant  kitchen  after  hours.  The 
student  chefs  will  learn  general  cooking 
skills. 

Centro  Latino  and  Dr.  Ceniceros  have 
created  what  they  call  the  "perfect  mar- 
riage" between  a business  and  a non-profit 
organization.  Under  the  new  partnership, 
Centro  Latino  will  run  Segovia’s,  sharing 


space  with  Dr.  Ceniceros’s  bar,  Cola 
Cabana. 

Centro  Latino  anticipates  the  arran- 
gement will  provide  new  opportunities  to 
create  jobs  and  offer  job  training  with  the 
new  restaurant,  while  the  Cola  Cabana 
gets  a second  chance  to  turn  a profit. 

Segovia’s  currently  serves  Latino  and 
California  cuisine.  Crab  enchiladas  are 
moderately  priced  at  S7.95.  Cola  Cabana 
Kebabs  range  from  $6.95  to  $8.95. 
Premium  entrees  include  the  "Jewel  of  the 
Mission"  Filet  Mignon. 


The  new  partnership  was  celebrated 
at  Centro  Latino’s  15th  Street  head- 
quarters last  month.  In  an  unusual  way  to 
seal  a business  deal,  a symbolic  marriage 
was  performed  to  illustrate  the  union  be- 
tween the  two  organizations.  Would-be 
groom  Robert  McDaniel,  manager  of  the 
Andora  Inn,  sported  a tuxedo  and 
promised  to  love,  honor,  and  obey  Centro 
Latino’s  representative  bride,  Gloria 
Bonilla,  who  wore  a wedding  gown  and 
veil.  After  the  wedding  ceremony,  the 
cake  cutting,  and  a toast,  the  entire  wed- 
ding party,  mariachi  band  included,  made 
its  way  to  the  Andora  Inn  to  continue  the 
celebration. 

Members  of  the  procession  com- 
mented on  the  spectacle  of  what  looked 
like  a real  wedding  party  going  down  Mis- 
sion street,  saying  it  was  a happy,  positive 
message  to  display  to  Mission  residents. 
Marcos  Guttierez,  publicist  for  Segovia’s, 
felt  it  was  important  to  make  this  passage 
through  "the  worst  part  of  the  Mission,  in 
order  to  show  residents  that  this  area 
deservesto  be  revitalized,  not  aban- 
doned." 

Guttierez  wants  to  promote  more 
marriages  between  non-profits  and  local 
businesses,  as  he  feels  it  is  a sure  way  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  neighbor- 
hood while  helping  the  area  realize  its  full 
potential  as  a safe,  profitable  place  to  own 
a business. 

Segovia's  is  located  at  2434  Mission  St. 
(between  20st  and  21st)  and  open  for  din- 
ner Tuesday  to  Saturday  5:30  to  9:30,  for 
lunch  Tuesday  to  Friday  and  on  Sunday  for 
brunch  10  to  2.  For  reservations  call  282- 
7657. 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 
$3.99  /LB! 

MART€'S 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 

Coffees,  teas,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


282-5532 


Jonathan  Hoare  Mark  Huckabay 

Photography 

41  5.437.270  1 

417  fourteenth  street  san  francisco  California  94103 

*studio/location,  events,  portraits,  artwork,  products,  ideas* 


Now  Serving  Lunch 

Breakfast  Served  All  Day 


WONPERFUL  LUNCHEONS 

Soups  • Salads  • Sandwiches 
So/ar  Special  - Slack  Sean  Soup! 


577  VALENCIA  STREET 

Tuesday  thru  Friday:  &:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Saturdays  & Sundays:  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays 


MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  A Electrical  Repairs 

•Heat 

•New  Rear  Stairs 

•Kitchen  A Bath  Rehabilitation 

•Hot  Water 

•To  Coned  Code  Violations 

You  may  qualify  if  you  ov\  n \our 
home;  if  your  income  falls  wjthm 
certain  parameters;  and/or.  if  you  rent 
to  low  income  residents  Guideline^ 
and  restrictions  are  aimed  at  presen  m|? 
the  existing  allordablc  housing  slock  in 
the  Mission  District.  Call  MHDC  to  sec 
if  \ou  qualify.  Ask  lor  Lucy  Pincdu 
*fr4-6432  (se  habla  espanol)  it'  lelnv'  ! 
more  about  the  loan  program 

0 

Mission  Housing  Development  Coqxiffition 
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24th  Street’s  Window  on  Asia 


China  Books  Spans  Four  Decades 


China  Books  founder  Henry  Noyes.  Photo  by  Cameron  Shaw 


by  Cameron  Shaw 

Walking  along  24th  Street  in  the  Mis- 
sion on  a glaring  sunny  day,  you  pass 
tamale  parlors,  Mexican  bakeries, and  liq- 
uor stores.  A souped-up,  chromcd-out, 
fiery  red  banana-seat  bike  floats  by  with 
colored  streamers  blowing  in  a breeze 
that  smells  of  sugary  pastries.  Then,  think- 
ing about  chilled  melon  juice,  you  bump 
into  a sidewalk  display  of  little  straw 
Chinese  figures:  you’re  outside  China 
Books  and  Periodicals. 

China  Books  sits  comfortably  beneath 
a beautiful  PreciL*  Eyes  mural  depicting 
a cooperative  farming  effort.  Since  1960, 
the  shop  has  provided  historical  and  fic- 
tional publications  about  China  from 
China.  In  doing  so  it  has  established  itself 
as  a unique  cultural  bridge  between  China 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  One  reason 
Henry  Noyes  opened  China  Books  in  the 
Mission  is  that  it  was  his  goal  to  introduce 
China  to  the  non-Chinese.  Now,  in  the 
words  of  his  son,  Chris  Noyes,  "It’s  a great 
place  to  be!" 

While  offering  a specialized  collection 
of  books  to  the  community,  China  Books 
supplies  scholars,  libraries,  bookstores, 
and  the  government  with  thousands  of 
titles  through  a much  larger  catalogue 
business. 

Henry  Noyes,  born  in  China  in  1910  to 
Presbyterian  missionary  parents,  started 
China  Books  and  Periodicals  in  Chicago. 
A former  English  professor-turned- 
writer/machinist,  Noyes  observed  that 
many  reports  on  China  were  distorted  and 
pro-imperialist  and  came  exclusively  from 
Hong  Kong.  He  applied  for  a license  to 
import  publications  from  China,  aware  of 
the  unique  business  opportunity  and  the 
chance  to  provide  America  (and  the 
world)  access  to  what  he  knew  to  be  a 
wonderful  culture.  After  miles  of  red  tape 
and  fines,  an  importation  pathway  was 
established. 


Noyes,  his  wife,  Gertrude,  and  his  two 
children,  Nicolette  and  Chris,  ran  the 
business  through  the  ’60s.  In  1967,  after 
years  of  serving  the  academic  community, 
China  Books  had  a runaway  best-seller: 
The  Little  Red  Book  (Quotations  from 
Chairman  Mao).  The  national  media 
recognition  from  sales  and  expanding 
diplomatic  ties  between  the  United  States 
and  China  stimulated  business  for  China 
Books  and  allowed  it  to  grow. 

Now,  with  a multiracial  staff  of  around 
30,  Chris  and  Nicolette  Houseman 
manage  the  business.  Like  their  father, 
both  are  committed  to  fostering  greater 
communication  between  China  and  the 
United  States.  In  addition,  they  are  active 
in  the  Mission  community. 

Although  most  of  the  publications  in 
the  store  are  in  English  or  Chinese,  China 
Books  serves  the  Latino  community  by 
carrying  a few  books  like  Mi  Primer  Libro 
de  Dichos  (My  First  Book  of  Parables)  for 


children  as  well  as  several  contemporary 
Spanish  authors.  They  also  carry 
Spanish/English  dictionaries,  health 
guides  in  Spanish,  guides  to  city  schools, 
and  copies  of  the  U.S.  citizenship  exam 
booklet. 

Noyes  encourages  community  resi- 
dents to  request  titles.  In  fact,  one  local 
doctor  requested  a Spanish  language 
book  on  acupuncture  and  moxibustion  so 
that  he  could  eventually  teach  it;  the  store 
ordered  it  for  him. 

When  you  get  down  to  it,  China  Books 
has  an  unimaginable  quantity  of  books  on 
China.  Unimaginable  because  unless  you 
have  chosen  to  learn  about  China,  you 
probably  haven’t  picked  up  much  through 


party  talk  (small  "p").  Not  too  many 
people  go  there  for  vacation,  MTV 
doesn’t  do  live  broadcasts  from  there,  and 
few  people  travel  there  on  business.  What 
information  that  is  disseminated  through 
the  media  focuses  on  international 
politics,  human  rights  issues,  or  environ- 
mental issues. 

Thankfully,  China  Books  is  here  to  fill 
the  void.  I asked  Henry  Noyes  to  make  a 
few  suggestions  for  people  who  would  like 
to  introduce  themselves  to  this  5000-year- 
old  country  of  over  a billion  people: 

• reporting  current  independent 
news,  China  Today  offers  monthly 
stories  on  all  aspects  of  life  in 
China 

• for  the  visually  stimulated,  China 
Pictorial  prints  world-class 
photography  of  Chinese 
landscapes  and  peoples 

• The  Great  Wall  details  the  history 
and  areas  covered  by  the  ancient 
wonder  of  the  world 

• Opium  War  to  Revolution 
chronicles  the  events  that  have 
shaped  Chinese  culture  in  the  last 
century. 

Whatever  aspect  of  China  you  are  in- 
terested in,  China  Books  has  it  or  will  get 
it  for  you.  For  36  years,  China  Books  has 
offered  an  opportunity  to  look  beyond  the 
trendy  attitudes  toward  the  vast  and 
diverse  Chinese  nation.  It  opened  during 
polarized  times  and  still  stands  for  accep- 
tance and  understanding  between  cul- 
tures. Perhaps  that’s  another  reason  why 
it’s  in  the  Mission. 

China  Books  and  Periodicals  (282-2994) 
2929  24th  St,  http:! lwww.chinabooks.com. 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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VALENCIA 


SAN  IKANCISCO  CONIJOMINIUMS 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  m SOMAf  Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
m BART  and  MUNI  m The  SF  Opera  House 
■ SF  New  Main  Library 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


* 109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts. 

* Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 

* Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
* Secured  buildingsy  underground  parking 
and  much  more. 


EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

*Mortgage  Assistance  ($145  -$333  per  month) 
* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds  " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 

101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 


Studios  $85,000 

1 Bedroom  from  $100,000 

2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000 


Studios  + loft  $95,000 
IBedroom  + loft  from  $130,000 

2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 
4 Bedrooms  + loft  $220,000 

* Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 


r 


For  more  information  Call  -Toll  Free-  Suzy  Kurinsky:l/800-793-1773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:  101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 
P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/510-795-8317 

\*f  Yes ! Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA. 


n 


Name  of  Applicant 

Current  Address 

City 


Zip. 


Day  Phone 


Evening  Phone 


Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 


Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 

Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

□Studio  □ 1 BR  □ 2BR  □ 3BR 

□Studio  +loft  □ 1 BR  +loft  □ 2BR  +loft  □ 3BR  +loft 
Applicant's  Signature 

Co-Applicant  Signature 


□ 4BR+loft 


L 
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Guest  Opinion 

Smith  & Hawken  Sucks! 


Editor’s  note:  The  following  open  letter 
to  Smith  & Hawken  ran  in  the  August  issue 
of  The  New  Fillmore,  a fellow  member  of 
the  San  Francisco  Neighborhood 
Newspaper  Association.  Because  the  in- 
creasing growth  of  chain  stores  is  a con- 
troversial matter  in  every  neighborhood  in 
San  Francisco,  we  are  reprinting  it  here. 


July  11,  19% 


Rachel  Mercer 
Advertising  Dept. 

SMITH  & HAWKEN 
117  East  Strawberry  Drive 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 


Dear  Rachel, 

It  was  certainly  galling  to  The  New 
Fillmore  and  its  neighborhood  supporters 
to  have  its  core  market  of  40,000  readers* 
that  it  reaches  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
your  store  be  passed  over  in  favor  of  the 
Nob  Hill  Gazette  and  the  Bay  Guardian 
in  advertising  your  opening  on  Fillmore 
Street. 

I was  led  to  believe  that  Smith  and 
Hawken  had  a corporate  value  system 
that  included  supporting  the  communities 
you  do  business  in,  and  I’m  a little  curious 
as  to  why  that  seems  to  leave  out  support- 
ing the  paper  that  for  the  last  10  years  has 
formed  the  very  foundation  of  that  com- 
munity here. 

I Fmd  it  a little  ironic  that  when  your 
store  manager  made  a presentation  to  the 
merchants  association  here  he  said  he  was 


pleased  to  assure  them  that  Smith  and 
Hawken  was  "not  just  another  Gap."  The 
irony  is  that  Don  Fisher  and  The  Gap  in 
the  last  few  years  have  consistently  used 
advertising  to  support  neighborhood 
papers  --  not  just  The  New  Fillmore  but 
10  other  neighborhood  papers  in  San 
Francisco  --  because  Don  realizes  that 
healthy  neighborhood  papers  and  the 
sense  of  community  they  create  are  vital 
to  the  economic  well-being  of  the  neigh- 
borhoods in  which  he  does  business  and 
wishes  to  continue  to  do  business.  These 
papers  are  also  facing  a regrettable  trend 
in  which  independent  merchants  such  as 
the  one  that  occupied  the  store  you  now 
occupy  who  did  advertise  in  neighbor- 
hood papers  are  being  replaced  by  chains 
stores  like  Smith  and  Hawken,  that  do  not 
advertise  in  neighborhood  papers,  there- 
by eroding  the  base  of  neighborhood  com- 
munity. 

There  is  a growing  hostility  toward 
chain  stores  in  San  Francisco,  and  you 
have  done  your  company  no  service  by 
creating  the  impression  with  myself  and 
consequently  with  my  voluble  colleagues 
in  the  neighborhood  newspapercom- 
munity  that  you  are  at  best  indifferent  to 
supporting  the  kind  of  community  they 
represent.  Would  that  your  actions  were 
consistent  with  the  friendly,  community- 
oriented  message  you  seek  to  promulgate. 

Sincerely, 

David  Ish 
Publisher 
The  New  Fillmore 

cc:  Kathy  Tierney 
President,  Smith  & Hawken 


Belly  Dancing  Fine  Teas  & 

Live  Music  Turkish  Coffees 


525  Valencia  (between  1 6th  & 1 7th) 


OPEN  1 1AM  TO 
MIDNIGHT  EVERYDAY 


863-8854 


At bN 

GRAPHICS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Palm  for  Non-Profits 

415*824  7421 


SPANISH/ENGLISH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  • LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  • NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  * FLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 


The  question  is  not 
whether  to  fight  or  to  love. 

We  must  fight,  and  we  must  love. 
But  we  can  fight  without  hatred, 
and  love  without  conditions. 

Shri  Brahmananda  Sarasvati 

Yoga  5ociety 
of  San  Francisco 
Brahmananda  Ashram 

2£72  Folsom  St.  255-5537 

Drop-In  Yoga  Classes 
Sanskrit  & Meditation  Classes 
Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies 
Indian  Music  Concerts  & Classes 


SAN  FRANCISCO  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

The.  Larlij  Access  Clinic 


Comprehensive  HIV/AIDS 
primary  medical  tore 

Lona  Term  Experience  in 
HIV  Medical  Management  & Care 

Multicultural/Multilingual  staff 


Psychiatric/Substance  Abuse 
evaluations  available 

Research  Study  Referrals  within  SFGH 

Social  Services  Onsite 

Minimal  waiting  time 
for  new  appointments 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


Ftx  Appointments  & Questions 
Rosemary  DePtfez,  RN,  NP 
206-8494 

1001  Potrero  Avenue 
GMC-IM3,  SFGH 
San  FronciHO,  CA  94110 
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UPS  Backs  Cop  Bike  Fleet 

— r r L 1 


United  Parcel  Service  has  generously 
donated  $1200  to  the  Mission  Police  Dis- 
trict for  the  purchase  of  additional  moun- 
tain bicycles  for  the  station’s  bicycle  fleet. 
UPS  previously  contributed  $2500  for 
gym  equipment  at  the  new  station.  Even- 
tually the  Mission  will  have  20  officers 


patrolling  the  neighborhood  on  bicycles. 
Pictured  above  are  Dominique  Wirtz  and 
Rosalee  Gonsolin  of  UPS,  Mission  Sta- 
tion Captain  A1  Casciato,  and  Officer 
Lois  Perillo,  San  Francisco’s  first  bicycle 
cop. 


Journalism  Students  Wanted 


The  Journalism  Department  at  City 
College  of  San  Francisco  has  changed. 
We  have  always  taught  traditional 
newspaper  reporting,  but  this  semester 
we  have  increased  our  scope  by  adding 
two  new  working  journalists.  One  will 
teach  electronic  pagination;  the  other  will 
teach  copyediting  and  proofreading.  To 
better  support  our  classes  we  have  refur- 
bished the  classroom  and  acquired  addi- 
tional computers  and  a large-format 
printer. 

If  you  are  a motivated,  hardworking, 
talented  student,  we  want  you.  First  we’ll 
teach  you  the  basics:  electronic  research 
in  the  new  library,  the  nuts  and  bolts  of 
layout  and  design  at  the  Graphic  Com- 


Warn,  weather  will  be  with  us  for 
a few  more  months,  but  now  is  the  time  to 
plan  and  start  planting  your  winter  gar- 
den. Our  mild  climate  allows  us  to  grow 
something  (besides  weeds)  in  our  gardens 
year-round.  For  the  winter  months,  think 
greens:  this  is  when  a lot  of  those  chi-chi 
mesclun  mix  greens  can  be  grown.  With 
proper  care,  they  will  provide  you  with 
salad  greens  until  the  end  of  spring  - 
maybe  even  later.  This  is  also  the  time  of 
year  to  put  in  transplants  of  the  various 
cabbage  family  plants,  some  for  winter 
harvest  and  some  to  overwinter  for  early 
spring  harvest. 

But  before  you  fill  up  every  square  foot 
of  garden  space  with  winter  veggies,  think 
ahead  a bit.  Do  you  want  to  plant  any 
bareroot  trees  or  perennials  early  next 
year?  These  need  go  into  the  ground  as 
early  as  January,  so  consider  leaving  some 
space  for  them  so  you  won’t  have  to  tear 
out  any  plants  (or  you  could  just  eat  lots 
and  lots  of  salad). 

While  your  summer  garden  will  bask 
in  our  late-season  sunshine,  be  prepared 
to  shelter  any  fall  and  winter  seedlings 
from  the  heat.  One  blast-furnace  day  can 
shrivel  and  kill  the  poor  wee  things,  and 
you  may  not  have  time  to  start  (or  buy) 
new  transplants  to  replace  them.  Nothing 
fancy  is  needed;  just  a milk  crate  or 
wooden  produce  tray  inverted  over  the 
seedlings  will  keep  the  sun  from  cooking 
them. 

Set  out  transplants  of  broccoli,  cab- 
bage, and  cauliflower. 


munications  Department,  and  writing  in 
the  Broadcasting  Department.  Then, 
during  your  final  semesters,  we  will  pul 
your  talents  to  use  on  our  award-winning 
newspaper.  The  Guardsman. 

If  you  are  already  working  in  jour- 
nalism you  may  be  interested  in  develop- 
ing additional  skills  such  as  online 
research  with  Lexus  and  Nexus,  editorial 
management,  or  design.  Certificate  and 
degree  programs  are  available. 

Digging  up  a good  story  or  looking  at 
issues  from  a fresh  angle  are  traits  that  can 
signal  a career  in  journalism.  Classes  start 
August  19,  19%.  For  more  information, 
please  call  us  at  239-3481  or  email 
skorey@sirius.com. 


If  you  make  sure  they  don’t  get  too 
much  heat,  you  can  plant  peas  for  fall 
harvest  this  month.  This  includes  shelling 
peas,  snap  peas,  and  snow  peas.  (Peas  for 
overwintering  can  go  in  a bit  later  in  the 
year.) 

All  those  gourmet  greens  you  can 
plant  now  include:  arugula  (rocket),  corn 
salad  (lamb’s  lettuce  or  mache),  endive 
(escarole),  chicory  (radiccio),  and  mus- 
tard greens.  Lettuce  and  spinach  can  also 
be  planted,  as  can  Swiss  chard,  which  can 
be  cooked  or  used  raw  in  salads.  A num- 
ber of  Asian  greens  can  also  be  planted, 
including  bok  choy,  Chinese  (Napa)  cab- 
bage, and  Asian  mustard  (such  as 
mizuna). 

Other  veggies:  carrots;  collard  greens, 
kohlrabi,  parsnip,  potatoes,  radishes 
(both  the  small  salad  type,  and  winter 
radish),  turnips,  kale,  and  rutabaga.  Don’t 
worry  too  much  about  the  coming  cold 
weather  - some  winter  veggies,  such  as 
kale  and  parsnips,  actually  taste  better 
after  getting  hit  by  a little  frost. 

If  you’re  still  a bit  hesitant  about  trying 
your  hand  at  winter  gardening,  check  out 
this  month’s  garden  lecture  from  SLUG, 
The  New  Gourmet  Garden,"  featuring 
author  and  teacher  Pam  Pierce,  who  will 
give  you  a rundown  on  what  to  grow  and 
when  and  how  to  grow  it.  The  lecture  will 
be  held  Saturday,  August  10,  10  a.m.  - 
noon  at  SLUG’S  Garden  for  the  Environ- 
ment, 7th  and  Lawton  Streets  (Inner  Sun- 
set). $5  for  SLUG  members,  $8  for 
non-members.  For  information,  call  285- 
SLUG. 


**  ^ Urban  Gardening 

by  Elizabeth  Platt 
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Gallery  Notes 

New  Gallery  Blasts  Off  "Go 


Unnoticed" 


On  Thursday,  August  8th,  the  new 
Balazo  (The  Blast)  Gallery,  specializing 
in  artists  of  the  Americas  will  open  its 
doors  for  its  inaugural  show.  The  opening 
will  be  a blast  for  the  heart  of  the  Mission, 
a show  featuring  the  conflicts  and  pas- 
sions of  over  thirty  local  artists  with  roots 
in  Mexico  and  all  over  the  world  . Balazo 
Gallery  offers  a spectacular  diversity  of 


histories,  content  and  styles  of  expression 
united  in  the  dynamic  power  that  will  ac- 
company the  initiation  of  this  new  venue 
in  the  oh  so  cosmopolitan  Barrio  of  the 
Arts.  Bala/o  Gallery  curator- in-chief  and 
notorious  San  Francisco  impresario 
Mario  Joel,  told  New  Mission  News,  This 
is  the  big  one;  this  is  it!"  Balazo  Gallery  is 
located  at  2811  Mission,  near  24th  St. 


by  Brian  Doohan 

TThe  perspectives  of  Latinos  and 
Latinas  on  immigration  is  the  topic  of  "Go 
Unnoticed,"  an  exhibit  of  images  of 
(re)generation  that  runs  at  the  Galeria  de 
la  Raza  through  August  10. 

Galeria  de  la  Raza  launched  the 
(Re)Generation  Project  in  1994  to  sup- 
port an  emerging  generation  of  artists  and 
cultural  workers  committed  to  socially 
and  politically  engaged  art.  "Go  Un- 
noticed," the  gallery’s  fourth  exhibition 
this  year,  features  more  than  30  young 
artists,  performers,  and  writers. 

"The  idea  that  something  is  unnoticed 
has  a lot  of  implications  for  the  immigrant 
experience,"  said  Olivia  Armas,  coor- 
dinator of  the  (Re)Generation  Project. 
"While  immigrants  are  scapegoated  for 
society’s  problems,  their  contributions 
often  go  unnoticed." 

Galeria  de  la  Raza  is  located  at  24th 
Street  near  Bryant,  where  it’s  hard  not  to 
notice  the  UFO-sombrero  mural  by 
Kenny  Huerta  featured  on  the  cover  of 
this  issue.  "We  didn’t  know  it  would  be 
mistaken  for  Independence  Day!"  Armas 
said. 

San  Jose  artist  hector  Mendoza’s  "El 
Huesito"  depicts  a bone  dangling  on  a 
string  above  four  starving  dogs.  In  his 
artist’s  statement  Mendoza  says,  "We  dis- 
regard and  never  even  question  who  is 


TENANT’S 

LAWYER 

Eviction  Defense 
Rent  Increases 
Wrongful  Eviction 
Rent  Board  Petitions 
Lease  Disputes 

Free  Initial  Phone  Consultation 
Reasonable  Rates 

Weekend  and  Evening  Appointments 

(415)437-2643 

Richard  Hurlburt 
Attorney  At  Law 

503  Dolores  Street,  Suite  205,  at  18th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(by  appointment) 


Tues-Sat  Lunch-Dinner 

2140  MISSION 

415  861-0972  For  Parties! 


Stolen/Borrowed 

Robado/Prestado 


This  sculpture  was  taken  from  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center’s  Labor 
Union  Exhibition. 

Please,  if  you  have  information 
about  this  "lost"  art  piece  contact 
Daniel  del  Solar  (415-821-1155) 
No  questions  asked,  just  get  it 
back. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniccros,  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


RD.  BtrnttN  niSSION/BARlEIT 
IZT07P.M.-7DAYS  (‘115')  550-9158 

Qih« 


t»t 


maw 


holding  the  other  end  of  the  rope  where 
el  huesito  is  dangling  from." 

(Re)Generation  artists  are  primarily 
from  the  Bay  Area  and  Mexico,  but  the 
exhibit  also  includes  artists  from  Chile, 
Colombia,  and  El  Salvador.  Most  of  the 
works  are  on  canvas,  but  works  on  video 
and  the  newly  ubiquitous  CD-ROM  are 
also  present.  Other  installations  include 
two  medicine  chests  and  a fortune  teller’s 
parlor. 

Some  of  the  works  have  religious  or 
political  themes.  In  one  work,  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  regents  are  depicted  as 
Ku  Klux  Klan  members.  Another  work 
shows  a border  shooting-gallery. 
"Chuparosa"  by  Elizabeth  Gomez,  a 
Mexican  woman  who  is  a student  at  San 
Jose  State  University,  depicts  a man  and 
woman  in  formal  attire,  with  roses  and  the 
hummingbirds  mentioned  in  the  title. 

Raul  Aguilar,  also  from  Mexico, 
prepared  his  "Fifth  Sun"  in  the  form  of  an 
ancient  codex.  On  one  side  of  the 
manuscript  is  an  account  of  the  journey  of 
the  Mexicans  from  Aztlan  to  the  Valley  of 
Anahuac;  on  the  other  is  a contemporary 
immigrant’s  account  of  his  return  voyage. 

"Go  Unnoticed"  runs  at  Galeria  de  la 
Raza  (2857  24th  Street)  through  August 
10,  when  a closing-day  party  starting  at  4 
p.m.  will  feature  performances,  poetry, 
and  fortune-telling.  For  exhibit  informa- 
tion, call  826-8009. 
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Houses  of 
Healing 

by  Robert  Fraijo  Soto 

The  Houses  of  Healing,  by  Robin 
Casarjian,  is  a prisoner’s  guide  to  inner 
power  and  freedom.  I was  working  in  a 
volunteer  position  at  the  San  Francisco 
County  jails  when  I was  invited  to  attend 
a staff  meeting.  During  that  meeting,  one 
of  the  counselors  described  his  ex- 
perience with  his  group  and  detailed  how 
one  of  the  group’s  members  had  ex- 
perienced a very  emotional  reaction  after 
following  the  self  analysis  inventory  found 
in  Houses  of  Healing.  He  stated  how  it  had 
profoundly  affected  his  attitude  and  his 
vision  of  life  both  in  the  past  and  the 
present. 

I asked  for  the  author’s  name  and  was 
told  I could  get  a copy  from  the  sheriffs 
office.  Reading  Houses  of  Healing  has 
been  like  taking  a course  on  who  you  are. 
For  prisoners  it  can  be  a long  winding 
road  from  childhood  to  prison.  Its  written 
exercises  can  be  the  beginning  of  the 
recovery  process.  Prison  is  the  least  likely 
place  where  people  feel  safe  to  open  up 


and  share  their  innermost  thoughts  and 
experiences.  The  survival  instinct  is  to  put 
up  more  walls  and  to  barricade  yourself 
against  everyone  including  yourself. 

In  order  to  know  your  true  self,  you 
need  to  go  back  and  look  at  how  you 
became  the  person  you  are  today.  It  is 
hard  and  often  painful  to  look  back  at  your 
childhood.  At  the  root  of  most  immoral 
behavior  is  unhealed  anger,  rage,  grief, 
guilt,  and  shame  from  childhood  violence. 
Though  it  is  sad,  I feel  the  state  of  Califor- 
nia was  my  mother  and  the  Department  of 
Corrections  my  father. 

As  I continued  reading  this  book,  I 
found  myself  evaluating  my  own  life.  The 
following  exercises  are  examples  in  how 
Houses  of  Healing  can  be  a powerful  tool 
for  self-discovery  and  for  recovery. 

Exercise  A: 

1946:  My  elementary  school  days  start 
at  nine  years  of  age  in  Juvenile  Hall.  I went 
on  to  junior  high  school  at  the  County 
Forestry  Camp.  High  school  was  at  the 
California  Youth  Authority,  Norwalk 
Canter  at  Paso  Robles.  In  1955  I 
graduated  from  high  school  (Preston 
School  of  Industry)  at  the  top  of  my  class. 

1956: 1 entered  junior  college  at  Tracy 
Gladiator  School,  where  I took  liberal  arts 
classes  and  eventually  graduated  with  a 
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BA.  I went  on  to  study  at  Chino,  C.M.C. 
East,  Soledad.  I graduated  with  a master’s 
degree  from  San  Quentin.  I came  back  for 
post  graduate  studies  and  received  my 
Ph.D.  at  Folsom  Prison  State  University. 
I was  paroled  March  7, 1974.  At  the  time, 
the  University  of  Pelican  Bay  was  not 
built,  otherwise  it  too  would  be  part  of  my 
credentials. 

Exercise  B: 

When  the  umbilical  cord  that  connects 
us  to  our  mother  is  cut  at  birth,  physically 
each  of  us  becomes  our  own  separate  per- 
son. Yet  a psychic  cord  often  made  of 
anger,  resentment,  guilt,  shame,  and 
blame  remains  connected.  During  all  the 
years  at  the  Pinta  (Joint)  I was  held  as  an 
emotional  hostage  to  my  past.  My  real 
parents  arc  no  longer  living,  but  for  me, 
emotionally  and  spiritually,  they  are  very 
much  alive.  I have  researched  them,  and  I 
have  come  to  know  them  very  well.  I like 
what  I’ve  found.  I love  them  a lot. 
Whatever  the  circumstances  were  that 
prevented  them  from  being  there  when  I 
needed  them,  I forgive  them. 

Exercise  C: 

Recently,  in  my  quest  for  knowledge 
of  my  past,  I discovered  my  father’s  rich 
ancestral  history;  I am  very  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  it.  My  great-great  grandparents, 
Gregorio  and  Francisco  Fraijo,  moved 
around  for  some  years  and  ultimately  set- 
tled down  in  1871  when  they  purchased 
some  land  from  Henry  Dalton,  owner  of 
Rancho  Azusa  in  southern  California. 
They  had  a farm  and  raised  livestock  and 
gave  some  of  the  land  to  their  children. 
Today  this  land  is  the  city  of  Irwindale. 
Hundreds  of  Fraijos  live  there  and  we  get 
together  each  year  to  celebrate  our 
wonderful  Mexican  Heritage. 

Exercise  D: 

It  was  painful  for  my  mother  to  go  to 
court  and  watch  her  son  receive  a prison 
sentence.  A high  school  graduate,  she 
worked  as  a stenographer.  She  was  the 
only  Mexican  to  graduate  from  Whittier 
Union  High  School  in  1933.  She  was  just 
nine  years  old  when  my  grandfather  and 
grandmother  brought  her  and  her  brother 
to  this  country  from  Mexico.  My 
grandfather  worked  very  hard  so  his 


children  could  be  educated.  My  Uncle 
Frank  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Air 
Force  and  became  an  officer  and  a fighter 
pilot. 

Postscript: 

I have  been  married  now  for  20  years, 
and  I have  two  fine  children  who  are  at- 
tending Catholic  schools.  I know  this 
would  make  my  parents  very  proud,  as 
would  the  fact  that  I am  now  enrolled  and 
attending  college. 

Houses  of  Healing  was  the  beginning 
of  a profound  and  positive  journey  of  self- 
discovery  that  has  resulted  in  my  feeling 
significantly  less  conflict  and  confusion  in 
my  life,  and  much  greater  peace,  power, 
and  freedom. 
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Sorry,  We  Lost  Your  Poem:  A few 
months  ago  we  received  a poem  that, 
regrettably,  was  lost.  Please  send  it  again, 
whoever  you  are! 

To  all  our  incarcerated  homies:  We 
dedicate  this  month’s  column  to  you. 
Though  you  may  not  hear  from  us  often  — 
as  we  are  caught  up  in  this  rat  race  out 
here  — we  think  of  you  often.  You  are  in 
our  prayers  always.  We  love  and  miss  you. 
Send  us  your  stories  of  what  it  is  like  for 
you  in  prison.  We  need  these  stories.  We 
need  the  wisdom  from  your  experiences. 
With  your  light  from  the  darkness  we  can 
possibly  envision  a brighter  future. 

A Special  Note:  Dreamer!  We  love 
you! 


Gang  Members:  This  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words , poems, 
rap  songs,  essays,  and  an  to:  Deanne 
Berger-Moudgil,  Gangspeak  Column 
Editor,  do  New  Mission  News,  777  Valen- 
cia Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Call 
Deanne  at  864-531  or  page  her  at  227-6338. 
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Another  Deadbeat  For  President 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

ter  my  stunning  defeat  in  the 
1995  San  Francisco  mayoral  election,  you 
might  think  I’d  had  enough  of  politics  -- 
and  you’d  be  right.  I’m  just  as  sick  and 
tired  of  the  whole  freaking  shell  game  as 
you  are.  But  as  you  might  recall,  one  of  my 
campaign  promises  was  to  put  an  end  to 
politics  once  and  for  all.  And  judging  by 
the  way  this  presidential  race  is  shaping 
up,  I’d  say  that  promise  is  more  promising 
than  ever.  That’s  why,  despite  overwhelm- 
ing odds,  and  against  the  professional  ad- 
vice of  a highly  trained  team  of  clinical 
psychologists  (who  are  probably  looking 
all  over  the  hospital  for  me  right  now, 
wondering  how  I could  have  possibly  es- 
caped, considering  my  thorazine  dosage), 
I am  once  again  throwing  my  head  into  the 
ring  and  declaring  my  candidacy  for  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Looking  at  the  issues  I addressed  and 
the  promises  I made  while  running  for 
mayor,  I must  say  that  I can  find  no  fault 
with  any  of  them,  save  one:  my  ideas  were 
much  too  grand  to  be  contained  by  a 
single  city.  In  order  to  be  fully  realized, 
such  vast  ideas,  such  sweeping  social  and 
political  reforms,  demand  a much  larger 
canvas.  I mean,  what  good  is  creating  my 
own  private  utopia  in  one  small  burg  when 
the  Feds  can  queer  the  whole  deal  at  any 
time  by  calling  in  the  National  Guard 
and/or  the  black  helicopters? 

Obviously,  to  put  such  comprehensive 
policies  as  mine  into  effect  would  require 
full  power  of  enforcement  without  inter- 
ference, i.e.,  the  complete  and  unswerving 
loyalty  of  the  Imperial  Legions.  So  before 
going  any  further,  I would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  salute  the  brave  men  and 
women  serving  in  every  branch  of  the 
armed  forces  and  to  promise  them  un- 
limited access  to  drugs  and  teenage 
whores  when  I am  elected  president. 

Now  that  you  have  some  notion  of  my 
generosity  as  a leader,  the  rest  of  my 
political  platform  should  come  as  no 


surprise.  Every  plank  of  that  platform  is 
the  result  of  closely  analyzing  and  then 
boldly  addressing  the  needs,  concerns, 
and  worries  of  you,  the  American  people. 


the  average,  decent,  hard-working 
citizens  of  this  great  nation. 

It’s  the  economy,  stupid. 

Corporate  downsizing,  outsourcing, 


massive  layoffs;  increasing  corporate  de- 
pendence on  foreign  sweatshops  and 
domestic  temps;  the  ever-shrinking 
availability  of  decent-paying  jobs, 
coupled  with  the  ever  growing  cost  of 
housing  and  food  and  the  ever  increasing 
likelihood  that  Social  Security  won’t  be 
around  in  20  years...  What  does  it  all  add 
up  to?  Massive  economic  insecurity.  I 
hear  more  and  more  people  asking, 
"What’s  going  to  happen  to  me?" 

As  emperor  (uh,  I mean  president),  I 
intend  to  answer  that  question,  and  to 
eliminate  the  insecurity  that  plagues  so 
many  of  you.  Under  my  regime,  none  of 
you  will  ever  have  to  worry  about  housing 
or  food  again,  because  these  things  will  be 
provided  to  you  free  of  charge  - and  there'll 
be  plenty  of  work  for  everyone ! 

OK,  I know  what  you’re  thinking: 
"He’s  a goddamn  communist!"  Wrong 
again,  peasants.  I’m  not  talking  about 
communism  or  socialism  or  any  of  that 
idealistic  crap.  I draw  my  inspiration  not 
from  this  century,  but  from  an  ancient 
institution  that  endured  for  thousands  of 
years,  and  that  collapsed  only  because  of 
factors  the  ancients  were  too  ignorant  to 
control.  The  benevolent  and  paternal  in- 
stitution I intend  to  resurrect,  and  to  ex- 
pand far  beyond  its  former  scope  so  that 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this 
country  will  be  cared  for  and  employed 
from  cradle  to  grave.  What  is  it  called?  I’ll 
give  you  a hint.  Starts  with  an  s.  Ends  with 
a y.  Seven  letters. 

While  you’re  racking  your  little 
plebeian  brains  for  the  answer,  I’ll  be  hard 
at  work  on  next  month’s  column,  in  which 
I will  delineate  specific  aspects  of  my  pro- 
gram. In  the  meantime,  friends,  don’t 
worry  about  a thing.  Very  soon,  all  your 
modern  problems  will  be  solved;  there’ll 
be  an  end  to  politics,  and  no  one  will  be 
whipped  or  pilloried,  I promise  you,  as 
long  as  they  behave  themselves  and  do 
what  Massah  tells  them. 

Trust  me,  people.  I’ll  be  a gooood 
daddy! 
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Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteea 

3 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr 12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 


740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  * 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 


Mu*t  pres  cm  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  “Most  cars  ana  light  trucks.  ‘Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  Ijhor  may  be  complste  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial  Weprt  xi  Je 
the  highest  qualify  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


ours  by  S2.00 


Cl  C 95  /75 

| \ p for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WH£NWORK_l  SDONE_HER  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

AOC  • Up  to  5 quarts 

**  I • Replace  Oil  Filter 

1 ^ • Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

5*795 

J # 4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


n 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6: 30  & SAT  8-5 


11  th  Anniversary 

Sale 


20%  off 

On  Custom 

Framing 


Diego  Rivera 

La  Vendedora  De  Alcatraces 


Ja 


k. 


Metal  Frame 
Package  Deal 

Includes:  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire, 


And  Hooks 


1 


l"size  Pric^l 

I 
I 
I 
I 


Ja 


r 


14x28 

26x20 

18x24 

122x28 
24x30 

124x36 
30x40 
^6x48 


29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 
89.9fJ 


k. 


TmB/^esr 
SaecrmoFfem 

MmFRMBsw 

&wFme/sco 


1 


r 


(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  (a),  20th  San  Francisco 


| AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS  | 

1 ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  % 


f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

431-3351 


I 


LL  TUftU 


3071  16TH  ST.  * SF 
864*8840 


Q U E R 1 A 

'I 


